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AGRICTILTUEAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 

1876 . 



TO HIS GRACE, JAMBS, DUKE OE ABBRCORN, K.G., 

- &c., &c., &c., 

LOUD LIECTUNANT-OENEKAL AND GENEBAL GOTEKNOB OP IBELAHD. 

Mat it piease todb Geaoe, 

I had the honour of submitting, on the 30th ultimo, a Return by 
Counties of the acreage under Flax in the years 1874 and 1875, 
with the number of Scutching Mills in 1874. I now beg to submit 
the annual General Abstracts, which give, as usual, by Counties 
and Provinces, the entire area under each description of Crop ; also 
the total number of Live Stock, and their estimated value. 

The Emigration from Ireland, during the first six months of 
1874 and 1875, is also given. 

The collection of the Agricultural Statistics, which commenced on 
the 1st of June, occupied nearly two months. The Enumerators, of 
whom nearly 3,800 were employed, were selected from the Royal 
Irish Constabulary and Metropolitan Police, and, I need scarcely 
observe, discharged this duty with their usual eflSciency. The 
various Holdings, which amount in all to about 600,000, were 
visited by them, and the names of the several parties from whom 
the particulars of Tillage and Zrive Stock for each TIolding were 
ohtained, are stated on the Returns, with a view to further inquinj 
in any case, should it he found necessary. 

The information given to the Enumerators is altogether volun- 
tary ; and I feel assured it will afford pleasure to yonr Grace to 
learn, as, I beg to say, it is most gratifying to have it in my 
power to state, that so far as I am informed by the Officers who 
acted as Superintendents of Districts, the re(juired Returns Lave 
been collected without difficulty, except in a few cases, in wliicli, 
on a written application being made by me, the particulai's were 
courteously supplied, one landed proprietor only, occupying about 
400 acres in the province of Leinster, declining to permit his 
steward to furnish any information — this being the sole exception 
in all Ireland. The readiness with which these statistics are 
, obtained is highly creditable to the good feeling and intelligence 
of all ranks and classes connected with land in this coimtry, and 
affords an example well deserving of imitation in England. 

The Abstracts have been carefully compiled from summaries 
made by the Enumerators, for their respective districts. They may 
differ in some degree from the revised figures which will be here- 
after published; but I do not apprehend that any changes of 
importance will become necessary. 



Sucrcss of 
the Kmmie* 
rotiui . 
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AaRIOtffiTUUAI. STATISTICS, IRELAND. 



Extent 

under 

Oropa. 



Increase in 
Cereals and 
Green 
Ci'opi, 



The total acreage under all Crops this year was 
The do, do. do. in 1874 . 



5,331,655 acres 
5,209,004 „ 



Sliowing an increase in the extent under Crops in 1875 of ; 62 651 

The Crops which increased in extent this year are 



( Oats, 

Ceetials, . J ’ ■ 

’ J Bere and Rye, 

(.Beans and Rease, 
’Potatoes, . 

Moingel and Beet Root, 
j Cabbage, 

Gkbbn Crops, ( Carrots, Parsnips, and 
j Green Crops, 
tVetches and Rape, . 
Meadow and Clover, 



other 



Increaae. 
Acres. Acres. 
18,474'j 



22,139 

411 

256 

7,852 

4,947 

1,690 

2,490 

269 



41,280 



17,248 



37,244 



Total Increase on tlio foregoing Crops, . 05,775 



Doorcase m The Crops which decreased in’acreage in 1875 are 

Ceroala, 

Greou 



Wheat, . . , , 


Acres. 

. 26,057 


Turnips, .... 


805 




. 5,059 


Total Decrease in the foregoing Crops, , 


- 33,121 


Total Increase in the area under Crops, . 


. 95,772 



Braking a Net Increase in the area under all Crops of 62,65 1 Acres. 

jy?rcSL - 1 0^*4 from the foregoing summaries tliat, compared 'witli 

pared with show an increase of 18,474 acres, barley of 22,139 acres, 

^ropaof here and I'ye of 411 acres, beans and pease of 256 acres, potatoes 
of 7,852 acres, mangel and beet root of 4,947 acres, cabbage of 
1,690 acres, caiTots, parsnips, and other green crops of 2,490 acres, 
vetches and rape of 269 acres, and meadow and clover 37,244 
acres. 

In wheat there is a decrease of 26,657 acres, turnips of 805 acres, 
and flax of 5,659 acres. 

Abstract op Cereal Crops. 



Wheat, . 

Oats, 

Barley, . 

Bbbe and Rye, . 
Beans and Pease, . 


1374, 

Aor«8. 

187,978 

1,480,897 

211,608 

9,901 

11,391 


1875. 

Aoroa. 

161,321 

1,499,371 

233,747 

10,312 

11,647 


Increase 
in 1875. 

Acres. 

18,474 

22,139 

411 

256 


1 M 


Total, . 


1,901,775 


1,916,398 


14,623 


-- 



Twrmse in Cereal Crops in . 14,623 Acres. 
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1874. 


1875. 


Increase 
in 1875, 


Decrease 
in 1875. 




Acrce. 


Aorns. 


Aoroa. 


Aoroa. 


Potatoes, .... 


892,425 


900,277 


7,852 


— 


Tdrnips, .... 


333,588 


332,783 




805 


Mangel "Wurzel and Beet \ 
Hoot, . . . . / 


38,327 


43,274 


4,947 


— 


Cabbage, .... 


33,184 


34,874 


1,690 





Carrots, Parsnips, and > 
OTHER Green Crops, j 


34,694 


37,184 


2.490 


— 


Vetches and IIape, . 


21,425 


21,694 


269 


— 


Total, 


1,353,643 


1,370,086 


16,443 


— 


Increase in Green Crops in 1875, 


. 16,443 Acres. 




General Summary op Cereal and Green Crops, (feo. 




r 






Acres. 


Aoroa. 


Increase in Cereal Crops 


in 


1875, . 


41,280 ) 




Do. Green Crops 


in 


do. 


17,248 \ 


95,772 


Do. Meadow and Clover in 


do. 


57,244 5 




Decrease in Wheat, Turnips 


and Flax in 


do. 


33,121 



Tot&lJncrease in tte extent of Zand under Crops in 1875, . 62,651 



The total extent under Crops, Grass, Fallow, Woods and 
Plantations, and of Bog and Waste in 1874 and 1875, is given by 
Provinces in the following Table : — 



Provinces. 


Extent 

under 

Crops. 


Griass. 


Fallow. 


Woods 
and Plan- 
tations. 


Bog and 
"VVaste.* 


Total. 


Leinster, 


f 1874, 
[ 1875, 


Acres. 

1,466,809 

1,492,955 


Acres. 

2,636,970 

2,627,655 


Acres. 

4,377 

3,912 


Acres. 

100,646 

99,689 


Acres. 
621,363 1 
607,780 f 


Acres. 

4,830,165 


Munster, 


f 1874, 
[ 1875, 


1,272,288 

1,286,543 


3,423,055 

3,418,871 


2,372 

1,922 


109,146 

105,207 


1,125,4061 
1,119,611 / 


5,932,267 


Ulster, 


f 1874, 
[ 1875, 


1,812,849 

1,833,210 


2,288,833 

2,285,040 


3,620 

3,824 


60,379 

61,345 


1,141,938'. 

1,123,910/ 


5,307,619 


Connaught, 


/ 1874, 
1 1875, 


717,058 

718,947 


2,123,564 

2,100,210 


1,733 

1,629 


52,097 

52,027 


1,332,856 1 
1,354,310 / 


4,227,308 


Total, 


f 1874, 
\ 1875, 


5,269,004 

5,331,655 


10,472,422 

10,431,776 


12,102 

11,287 


322.268 

318.268 


4,221,563 1 
4,205,611/ 


20,297,339 



* Under this head is included the area of barren moimtains, roads, towns, and ti eway i 
«*cept that of the larger rivers and lakes, 
t Exclusive of the larger rivers, lakes, and tideways. 



Dlviiiott 
of Land. 
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AGRICULTUEAt STATISTICS, IRELAND. 



iiT« Stock. 



umber of 
ive Stock, 



_ Tlie ai-ea under the several Crops in each year from 1871 to 1 S7i; 
inclusive, was as under: — 



Crops. 


1C71. 


1072. 


1873. 


1074. 


1873. 


Wheat, .... 
Oats, .... 


Acres. 

244,451 

1,636,136 


Acres. 

225,294 
1,624,71 1 


Acres. 
167,554 
1,. 010,972 


Acres. 

187,978 

1,480,897 


Acres, 

161,321 

1,499,371 


Barley, .... 
Berc and Rye, . 

Beans and Pease, 


220,979 

11,555 

10,913 


219,013 

9,975 

11,821 


230,115 

9,224 

12,873 


211,608 

9,901 

11,391 


233,747 

10,312 

11,647 


Potatoes, .... 
Turnips, .... 
Mangel and Beet Root, 
Cabbage, .... 


1,058,434 

327,035 

31,921 

33,008 


991,871 

346,711 

34,832 

39,452 


903,262 

347,848 

38,231 

28,115 


892,425 

333,588 

38,327 

38,184 


900,277 

332,783 

43,274 

34,874 


Can’ots, Parsnips, and \ 
other Green Crops, J 

Vetches and Rape, . 

Flax, .... 

Meado'w and Clover, 


29,869 

31,422 

156,670 

1,829,044 


31,196 

30,172 

121,992 

1,800,273 


31,590 

23,417 

129,297 

1,838,248 


34,694 

21,425 

106,907 

1,906,679 


37,184 

21,694 

101,248 

1,943,923 



Eetubbs of Live Stock. 

It appears from the following Table that the Returns of Live 
btooh for ^75, when compared with 1874, show an incrmse in the 
number of Holies and Mules of 304, of Pigs of 150,049, and of 
io vie • ^ clecreaxe in Asses of 088, in Cattle of 

12,766, in Sheep of 193,540, and in Poultry of 12,607. 



1 al?! numbers of Live Stock for each year from 

1865 to 1875, inclusive:— 



Ybahs. 


Ilorsos 

.mil 

Miiloa. 


Asnos, 


Cattle. 


Sliecp. 


j I’ilis. 


Goats. 


PouUiy. 


1865, . 

1856, . 

1867, . 

1868, . 

1869, . 

1870, . 

1871, . 

1872, . 

1873, . 

1874, . 

1875, . 

Difference in Num- 
bers befween 1074 
and 1875, . 


660,142 

5.55,647 

643,686 

644.372 

547,757 

552,216 

557,912 

660,804 

552,338 

547.372 
647,676 


168,009 

173,175 

167,233 

169,100 

171,664 

173,717 

180,373 

181,351 

177,779 

180,430 

179,742 


3,497,548 

3,746,157 

3,707,803 

3,646,796 

3,733,675 
3,799,912 
3,976, .372 
4,059,397 

4,147,102 

4,124,756 

4,111,990 


3,694,356 

4,274,282 

4,835,619 

4,901,496 

4,651,195 

4,336,884 

4,233,435 

4,263,254 

4,484,520 

4,441,698 

4,240,158 


1,305,953 

1,497.274 

1,235,191 

869,578 

1,082,224 

1,461,215 

1,621,423 

1,388.571 

1,044,454 

1,099,186 

1,249,235 


171,207 

186.880 

190,429 

199,060 

205,861 

211,891 

231,373 

238,961 

242,689 

256,753 

268,894 


10,681,955 

10,889,747 

10,334,309 

10,602,782 

10,801,687 

11,159,002 

11,717,163 

11,737,529 

11,863,155 

12,068,375 

12,055,768 


Increase, 

304 


Decre.ose, 

688 


Decrease, 

12,766 


Decrease, 

193,540 


Increase, 

150,049 


Increase, 

12,141 


Decrease, 

12,607 



i 
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Table showing by Provinces the Number of Thoroughbred and other Sires 
in Ireland in the Year 1875, 

Aceordiiig to the description given of them hy the Oiimers or their Grooms. 



Breed. 




Province op 




Total 


Leinster, 


Munster. 


Ulster. 


CONNAUOnT 


Ireland. 


THOEOnOHBEED : 












Bred in Ireland, , 


80 


91 


50 


33 


254 


Imported, . 


54 


54 


28 


13 


149 


Total, 


134 


145 


78 


46 


403 


Hale-beed : 

Bred in Ireland, . 


149 


161 


160 


60 


530 


Imported, . 


1 


3 


7 


1 


12 


Total, 


250 


164 


167 


61 


542 


Clyeesbale : 

Bred in Ireland, . 


55 


27 


63 


IG 


IGl 


Imported, . 


12 


11 


19 


3 


45 


Total, 


07 


38 


82 


19 


206 


Suffolk Punch : 
Bred in Ireland, . 


31 


32 


24 


13 




Imported, . 


0 


10 


6 


4 




Total, 


37 


42 


30 


17 


126 


UBAnoHT Hoebd ; 












Bred in Ireland, . 


53 


42 


10 


29 


134 


Imported, . 


3 


1 


- 


- 


4 


Total, 


56 


43 


10 


29 


138 


All Othebs: * 












Bred in Ireland, . 


7 


5 


21 


16 


49 


Imported, ; 


5 


1 


5 


> 


12 


Total, 


12 


6 


26 


17 


61 


Total ; 












Bred in Ireland, . 


37s 


858 


328 


167 


1,228 


Imported, . 


81 


80 


65 


22 


248 


Geueeal Total, 


456 


438 


393 


H 





* Under the heading “,AH others,” in this Table, are included 8 Gobs, 

1 Sonsegian Pony, 1 Lincoln, 5 Gleve^nd, 2 Arabian Ponies, ^ Shetland Ponies, 

2 Arabian, 3 doorways, 2 Sighdand Ponies, 1 Scotch Pony, 1 Highland, 1 Hutch, 
10 Ponies, 1 Horfolk Trotter, 1 Ayrshire, 1 Flemish, 1 H erf oik, 2 Welsh, 9 Conns- 
mara Ponies, and 1 Scotch Cob. There are also 6 Sires included in the Table, the 
breed of which is stated to he unknovm. 
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8 AGKICULTUEAL STATISTICS^ IRELAND, 

The total value of horses, mules, asses, cattle, sheep, pi<,-s rroats 
and poultry this year, estimated at the former low urices' 
£37,925,832, being a decrease of £102,329 when compared with 
1874, as appears by tlie following Table iiith 

ESTIM.A.TBD Vaiub of LiVE SiooK i.o liujoANj) in caoli Year from 1865 to 

(Ac rale, ^medi2/ the Genms Oommkeicl^ 
0 / 1841, VIZ. For Horses ami Mules, £8 each ; Asses, £1 ; Cattle, £Q lOr 
Sheep £1 2s.; Pigs, £15. ; Goats, 7s. 6d. ; and Poultry, 6d. each. fS 
ra fes have been retmned since 1841, in m-der to faciliiate a comparison 
value-one pear wUh another. A per-ceiUape may he added by anyoM si 
meit.nir'e on nr.e.mt.nf. fif f.hfi Id a. ? . fll 



YsAns. 


Horeuf ani 
Miilus, 

At £i> i<aob. 


Ajisea, 

at 

£1 cnuli 


Cattli!, 

at 

£6 10«. oacli 


Shoop, 

at 

£l 2i. each 


Piga, 

at 

£1 5s. each 


. Goats, 
at 7s. Grf 
uaeli. 


Poultry 

at 

6(f. caeli 


Total VaiDf. 


!«().■>. . 

UJfii;. . 

U»i7, . 
laOft, . 

IBfiiV .. 

1070, . 
lB7i, . 

1072, . 

187IL . 

1074, . 

1075, . 

Difurunctt in value 
botwecQ 1B74 aiul 
10/5, . 


£ 

4,.545,13(i 

4.445,170 

4y349,4»8 

4,354,970 

4,3B2,05C 

4,417,723 

4,403,296 

4,4«6,432 

4,410,704 

4,378,976 

4,301,408 


£ 

168,009 

173,175 

107,233 

169,100 

171,604 

173,717 

180,373 

181,351 

177,779 
180, 130 
179,742 


£ 

22,734,062 

24,350,020 

24,100,719 

23.704,174 

24,268,888 

24,699,428 

25,840,418 

26,386,081 

26,956,163 

26,010,914 

20,727,935 


£ 

4,063,792 

4,701,710 

5.319.071 
5,391,646 

5,116,314 
4,770,572 
4, 65h‘, 779 
4,609,579 

4.932.072 
4.885,068 
4,672,974 


£ 

1,632,441 

1,871.503 

1,543,989 

1,086,972 

1,352,780 

1,826.519 

2,026,778 

1,V35.714 

1,305,567 

1,373,982 

1,561,544 


£ 

64,203 

7(T,U80 

71,411 

74,647 

77,198 

79,459 

86,765 

89,610 

91,008 

96,202 

100,835 


£ 

267,049 

273,244 

258,358 

26‘5,i)7t 

270,042 

270,975 

292,929 

293,438 

296.579 

301,709 

301,394 


£ 

33,474.692 

35,8ll3,!»9fl 

35,imi,269 

35,046,51)5 

35,«;i8,fl4-2 
b«,24l>,3'«t 
37, -..i;), 333 
37,8u2,2U5 

38,173.772 
38,028,161 
37, 9-25, 1132 


In- 

crease, 

£•2,432 


De- 

crua.se, 

£688 


Du- 

(ireaso, 

£82,979 


Du- 1 In- 

cruaso, crease, 

£212,894 £187,562 


Ih- 

crease, 

£4,553 


De. 

crease, 

£316 


De- 
crease, 
£102, •329 



Scuichhg iim'.— The mimber of Mills for scutching Flax in 

Mulfor'ii^ n 1874, tvas-Iu Ulster, 1,295 ;_Lciiisrer:2T;- 
Mmistei, 31 Connaught, 29;_makiiig in all 1,380. 

of 1874 tho Returns of 
ports of Ireland show that 45,781 
1S75 wn= n nos number for the same period in 

>inlPAf+i ‘ ^ decrease of 14,686 persons in the first 

fm- emigration referred to is given by months 

tor 1874 and 1875 at page 22. ° ^ 

P is impossible, both on social anti 
™ to exaggerate the importance of improving the 
lias cmTl ? ti ® i^i’otiring classes in Ireland; the Legislature 
ohieot the Treasury to grant loans for this most tesirable 

A ccor r ‘r® medium of the Board of Public Works, Dublin. 
W i-u^T I 'Y Census of 1871, the number of foMass 

ascertained to be very con- 
penoM^*’ nearly half a million of 

us subject I bog to quote the following words 

been spoken by your Grace at the Lord Mayor's 

Banquet, on the 3rd of February last:— : 

* ■ * • * « 

" lab^ISer Tr ™<>“ent tho average wages of the agricultural 

labourer in most parts of Irolaiul are fully 10s. a weel. and X know of some 
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“ places where they are more ; .and though, notwithstanding this increase of 
“ wages, which, comparing the prices of the two countries, are fully equal to 
“ 12s. in England, we h.ave still a large ihain of emigration to lament; yet it is 
“ satisfactory to know that during the past yeior the number of persons emi- 
“ grating iias decreased by, I believe, something like 17,000 persons, But, my 
“ lord, J am stronglii of opiiiiuu that the nnsuitaUe dmlling of the agricultural 
labourer in this country is a stromrer reason Jor his desiring to seek his fortune 
'■ in aforeipi comitr;/ than any defleiemy of wages: and I trust that simultaneously 
“ vrith the increase of wages a more suitable style of dwelling — one tnore in accord- 
^^tatce with the rising wealth of the country — may be in store for the agricultural 
labourer of the future'' 

TIie.^e words of your Grace cannot £iil to attract general 
attention to the present condition of too many of the dwelluigs of 
the agricultural labourers in Ireland. 

Weeds. — Although very great improvement in the breeds and w< 
value of every description of Farm Stock has been effected in 
Ireland, it must be admitted that a corresponding improvement 
has not taken place in the cultivation of the land. On several 
occasions I have felt it my d uty to solicit public attention to the 
incalculahla injury arising from the unchecked growth of weeds 
which is, unhappily, permitted in almost every part of the country, 
and also along the sides of roads, raihvays, and canals. On this 
subject I have now given extracts from former Abstracts containing 
valuable information from the w’ritings of Sir John Sinclair and 
other eminent persons, which I trust will prove useful to those 
engaged in the cultivation of land. I have also appended some 
extracts respecting the vast injury and great pecuniary loss 
(estimated at nearly two millions sterling) caused by weeds in 
Ireland fi’om that valuable publication, the “ Leisure Hour,” in its 
number for May and Jane of last year, together with two articles 
on the subject which appeared in the “Freeman’s Journal.” At 
the annual meeting in 1872 of the Royal Agricultural Society in 
Belfast, the noble President, Lord Lnrgan, k.p., referred to “the 
“necessity of neling on the suggestions thrown oufin the Reports 
“ of the liegistrar-Gcneral in rdation to the extiriratlon of weeds, 

“ They did a deal of mischief, and he thought they should carry 
“ out the sentence which the old Scotch law pronounced, declaring 
“ anyone to be a traitoh who poisoned the Qdeen’s land with 
“ WEEDS.” 

I again beg to repeat my most respectful acknowledgments to the 
landed proprietors, tenant farmers, the clergy of aU denominations, 
and to the public press in Ireland, for a continuance of the same 
generous and valuable assistance which I have now for so many 
years experienced in connexion with these Statistics. 



I have the honour to be 

Your Grace’s very faithful servant, 



General lieyister Office, 

CharleMont House, Dublin, 
I2th August, 1875. 



WinniAM Donnelly, 

Registrar-General, 
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Provinces and Counties, 

WITH THEIR 

Areas 

IN Statute Acres. 



AGRICTJLTUEAl STATISTICS, IRELAND. 

TABLE showing-, in statute Acres, the exte nt of Land mdet 

Extent of Land under 



Lbiksteb'; 

Carlow, . .0874, 

221,343 acres, (1875, 

DubKn, . .<1874, 

226,895 acres, (1875, 

Kildare, . . ( 1874, 

418,497 acres, tl875’ 

Kilkenny, . . 0874, 

607,254 acres, (1875, 

King’s, • . fl874, 

493,019acres, (1875, 

Longford,. .0874, 

257,222 acres, ll875, 

Louth, . . j'1874, 

201,618 acres, ll875, 1 

Meath, . . fl874, 

678,247 acres, ( 1875* ^ 



Queen’s, . .f 187-1, 
424,854 acres, ( 1875,’ 

Westmeath, .(1874 
433,760 acres, (I875’ 

Wexford, . . (1874 

575,700 acres, (I875’ 

Wicklow, . . (1874, 

499,894 acres, (1875,* 



potaloiLEmsTER, (1874, 
4,838,312 acres, (1875, 



Increase or Decrease in 
Leinster in 1875 , 



Wheat. 


Oats. 


Barley. 


Boro 

and 

Ryo. 


Beans 

and 

Pease. 


Potatoe 


• Twnips 


Aoroa 


Acroa. 


Acres. 


Aoru.s. 


Aoros. 


Acres. 


Aetof. 


3,59^ 

2,74( 


21,334 

22,10. 


5,24 

0,74^ 


2 1 
1 


) 

r 


2 9,98 

2 10,35 


j 5,015 
5,189 


7,776 


15,512 


2,17C 


124 


i 10 


9,921 




6,185 


15,963 


2,84C 


15. 


14E 


lojiea 


2^405 


2,772 


20,335 


15,257 


2f»C 


e 


9,656 






27,618 


16,502 


1 310 


5 


9,503 


12,968 


13,893 


36,836 


15,172 


54 


4 


19,061 




1 1,590 


36,306 


18,678 


30 




19,295 


10,581 


1,653 


23,570 


14,742 


35)6 




16,054 


10,313 




23,442 


16,026 


491 


6 


15,246 


loisor 


8II 


19,061 


38 


237 


18 


13,120 


2,839 




20,013 


86 


318 


6 


13,563 


2,>60 


2,604 


25,630 


21,767 


37 


260 


12,631 


9,486 




25, 1 23 


23,786 


28 


202 


1 1,995 


9,643 


3,707 


36,846 


1,778 


13.5 


70 


13,319 


7,635 




36,947 


1,773 


154 


50 


12,719 


7,365 


1,823 


20,805 


26,289 


53 


8 


17,358 


15,522 


btiU 


20,441 


28,180 


67 


10 


io:5n 


13,820 


270 


25,902 


326 


142 


4 


12,246 


5,846 


141 


26,500 


838 


138 


7 


11,991 


5,657 


10,812 


49,358 


48,285 


62 


3,720 


24,596 


18,193 




50,165 


53,258 


55 


3,302 


25,031 


18,782 


5,505 


26,063 


952 


25 


4 


11,698 


5,433 


4,458 


25,535 


1,388 


23 


6 


1L854 


5,678 


55,220 


327,312 


152,018 


1,475 


4,205 


169,645 


103,103 


44,280 


330,218 


169,553 


1,776 


8,745 


168,265 


105,145 


De- 


In- 


In- 


In- 


De- 


De- 


In- 


rease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crea.Hc. 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


lu,93l I 


2,006 1 


17,535 


30i, 


460 


1,380 


2,042 
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Cropi, for eacli County and Province, in the Years 1874 and 1875. 











Crops, in Stattjte Acres. 




Pallow 




Population 






















Mangel 


I 


Carrots, 

'aranipa, 


Vetohoa 


Ph.x. 


Meaclo'W 


Total 


or Un- 
cropped 
Arable 


Years. 


.a 

in § 




and 

Beet 


Cabbage, 


other 

Greea 


and 

Rape. 


Clover. 


under 

Crops. 


Land. 




1671. 




Boot. 




Crops. 


















Aeica. 


A0TC9. 


Aorce. 


Acres. 


Acres. 


Acres. 


Acres. 


A ores. 




Leinster : 




834 


777 


525 


52 


1 


31,627 


78,998 


25 


1874 


]■ 51,050 ‘ 




882 


789 


541 


55 


7 


32,151 


61,688 


48 


1875 




722 


911 


2,550 


173 




47,974 


90,229 


139 


1874 


J 405,262 = 




768 


898 


2,361 


184 




51,001 


93,072 


318 


1875 




1,288 


229 


828 


396 


1 


54,720 


123,912 


361 


1874 


■«s* 

CO 




1,398 


234 


945 


321 


1 


67,527 


129,697 


205 


1875 




1,524 


1,485 


811 


229 


4 


02,315 


161.693 


1,668 


1874 


]■ 109,379 ‘ 




1,935 


1,753 


835 


339 


2 


62,062 


163,406 


1,569 


1875 




1,621 


339 


890 


753 


27 


47,099 


117,471 


212 


1874 


]■ 75,000 ‘ 




1,821 


429 


959 


745 


16 


47,437 


117,022 


130 


1875 




320 


801 


321 


60 


380 


36,628 


74,640 


78 


1874 


} 04,501 " 




373 


850 


315 


103 


227 


37,641 


77,102 


26 


1875 




470 


182 


742 


532 


588 


22,968 


07,897 


87 


1874 


j- 84,021 ’ 




486 


180 


875 


603 


244 


23,057 


97,552 


60 


1875 




1,283 


306 


1,592 


644 


56 


70,554 


146,925 


682 


1874 


95,558 « 




1,386 


304 


1,675 


407 


26 


83,325 


148,895 


553 


1875 




2,099 


599 


760 


163 




59,511 


143,059 


172 


1874 


} 79,771 “ 




2,374 


609 


835 


169 




59,275 


143,211 


437 


1875 




965 


593 


873 


655 


43 


49,932 


97,797 


138 


1874 


1 78,432 ■" 




1,008 


610 


852 


627 


20 


61,619 


99,408 


116 


1875 




3,641 


1,358 


1,364 


241 


9 


60,528 


222,162 


444 


1874 


} 132,606 " 




3,609 


1,423 


1,219 


235 


2 


61,649 


228,916 


356 


1875 




969 


489 


737 


105 


5 


60,041 


112,026 


376 


1874 


} 78,697 “ 




1,135 


560 


788 


128 




60,883 


112,436 


88 


1875 




15,736 


8,069 


12,011 


4,009 


1,114 


612,892 


1,466,809 


4,377 


1874 


j Total of 

> Leinstur, 

> 1,330,451 




17,177 


8,639 


12,100 


3,876 


545 


627,627 


1,492,955 


3,912 


1875 


1 


m 


Mj 


jP| 


11 


wM 


im 


Ijll 


m 


EIHIIII 


1 




H|gn 




B 


Eh 


ngP 








B 












HBEBI 


IHIHil 






! 



\continued on page 12. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





Number. 



12 



AGRICraTUKAL STATISTICS, IRELAND. 

TABLE showing, in Statute Acres, the extent of land under Crops 

Bxtekt op Lakh ompE 



WITH TIIEIH 

Abeas 

IK Statute Acres. 



Monster 

Clare, 

768,265 acres, 

Cork, E.E., 
1,031,658 acres, 

Cork,'VV.H., 
807,263 acres, 

Kerry, 

1,159,356 acres, 

Limerick, . 
662,973 acres, 

Tipperary, N.R., 
512,242 acres, 
Tipperary, S.E., 
536,726 acres, 
Waterford, 
456,197 acres, 



nS74. 



(1875 



0874, 



Increase or Decrease in 
Monster in 1875, 



Connaught : 

Galway, . . J 1874, 

1,501,745 acres, (.1875, 

Leitrim, . . 0874, 

376,212 acres, tl875, 
Mayo, . .fl874, 

l,318,129acres, (1875, 

Roscommon, . 0874, 
585,407 acres, (1875, 

Sligo, . .0874, 

451,129 acres, (.1875, 

Total of Connaught, _fl874, 

I 4,232,622 acres, 



Increase or Decrease . 
CoNNAVGET in 1875, 



r{ 



Wheat. 


Oats. 


Barley. 


Bure 

and 

Bye. 


Beans 

and 

Pease. 


Potatoes 


Turnips. 


AoroiJ. 


Acres. 


Acres. 


Acres. 


Acros. 


Acres. 


Acres. 


5,324 


16,111 


2,337 


628 


149 


28,449 


6,657 


3,296 


17,354 


2,130 


664 


270 


28,459 


6, '339 


16,799 


84,701 


14,784 


63 


30 


41,682 


28,191 


16,997 


85,245 


16,316 


97 


28 


42,764 


28,535 


6,800 


27,9.74 


5,856 


46 


5 


30,062 


11,368 


6,914 


28,200 


5,206 


109 


7 


30,980 


11^340 


1,489 


25,504 


3,950 


683 


5 


29,848 


6,111 


1,311 


24,664 


4,332 


017 


14 


30,411 


6,'5l2 


11,141 


22,405 


3,648 


88 


15 


25,732 


6,468 


6,990 


24,088 


4,017 


40 


10 


25,630 


0'419 


4,444 


24,485 


10,120 


125 


12 


18,093 


13,086 


3,442 


25,301 


11,887 


141 


5 


18,032 


12,'995 


11,118 


32,463 


1,263 


50 


3 


19,734 


6,572 


. 11,079 


32,786 


1,359 


38 


11 


20,362 


8^556 


13,567 


25,849 


1,243 


124 


40 


15,631 


8,082 


12,995 


26,930 


1,440 


126 


23 


16,219 


7,823 


70,688 


259,492 


48,201 


1,807 


259 


209,231 


88,535 


63,024 


264,568 


46,717 


1,871 


368 


212,857 


68,519 


De- 


In- 


In- 


In- 


In- 


In- 


De- 


crease, 


crease. 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


7,604 


5,076 


3,516 


64 


109 


3,626 


16 


8,302 


55,807 


4,487 


1,645 


70 


52,254 




5, 186 


57,485 


5,082 


1,878 


35 


52,311 




67 


13,797 


12 


191 


5 


20,003 




61 


12,712 


11 


216 


1 


20,453 




2,161 


68,125 


2,261 


1,866 


47 


KwobBI 




1,122 


69,543 


1,849 


1,811 


19 


61,545 




711 


32,858 


84 


490 


3 


31,495 


MHI 


490 


30,945 


113 


634 


1 


31,437 




764 


29,427 


1,407 


135 


4 


24,144 


HHI 


559 


29,003 


986 


210 


4 


24,876 


KQI 


12,006 


200,014 


8,251 


4,327 


129 


187,985 


38,005 1 


7,418 


199,688 


8,041 


4,547 


60 


190,622 




De- 


De- 


De- 


In- 


De- 


In- 


De- 


crease. 


crease, 


crease. 


crease. 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


4,587 


326 


210 


220 


69 


2,637 


1,122 
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for each County and Province, in the Years 1874 and 1875 — 



Caops, IN Statute Acres. 




Fallow 
or Un- 
cropped 
Arabic 
Land. 


Years. 


Population C 
in Q 

1871. » 




Mangel 

Wnrzel 

and 

Beet 

Root. 


Cabbage. 


Carrots, 

Parsnips, 

and 

other 

Green 

Crops. 


Vetches 

and 

Rape. 


Flax. 


Moadoiv 

and 

Clover. 


Total 

Extent 

nnder 

Crops. 




Acres. 

1,374 

1,648 

4,191 

4,610 

1,363 

1,705 

1,361 

1,559 

1,571 

1,800 

1,789 

1,974 

1,248 

1,268 

1,774 

1.9U 


Aoies. 

1,715 

1,694 

1,382 

1,522 

1,395 

1,249 

2,732 

3,309 

1,463 

1,367 

1,402 

1,435 

1,554 

1,602 

1,142 

1,331 


AsroB. 

668 

679 

1,767 

1,836 

1,320 

1,382 

612 

500 

794 

834 

624 

682 

741 

700 

946 

768 


Acres. 

89 

51 

2,289 

2,274 

1,391 

1,341 

276 

232 

163 

147 

430 

426 

147 

173 

160 

123 


Acres. 

267 

243 

174 

54 

546 

324 

24.5 

259 

41 

33 

5 

6 

4 

4 

1 

2 


Acrea 

82,647 

84,927 

103,961 

104,651 

42,737 

42,216 

83,240 

83,573 

106,634 

109,875 

57,246 

58,426 

68,497 

60,225 

22,957 

21,669 


Acres. 

146,415 

147,754 

300,014 

304,959 

130,869 

130,973 

156,056 

157,323 

180.163 
181,259 
131,861 
134,752 
135,394 

138.163 
91,516 
91,360 


Acres. 

32 

63 

689 

356 

447 

477 

52 

135 

377 

194 

134 

167 

442 

289 

199 

251 


1874 

1875 
1874 

1873 

1874 

1875 

1874 

1875 

1874 

1875 

1874 

1875 

1874 

1875 

1874 

1875 

1874 

1875 


Munster : 

1 147,864 1 

j- 343,844 1 
1 173,232 » 
j- 196,486 i 
j- 191,936 s 
j. 93,617 s 
123,096 r 

j. 123,310 . 

•v Total of 

( MussTun, 

) 1,393,485. 


14,671 

16,475 


12,785 

13,509 


7,472 

7,381 


4,945 

4,767 


1,283 

925 


557,919 

565,562 


1,272,2S8 

1,286,543 


2,372 

1,922 


In- 

crease, 

1,804 


In- 

crease, 

724 


De- 

crease, 

9] 


De- 

crease, 

178 


De- 

crease, 

358 


In- 

crease, 

7,643 


In- 

crease, 

14,255 


De- 

crease, 

450 


f Increase or Decrease 
j in MtJNSTEain 1875. 


1,655 

2,164 

394 

320 

274 

321 

477 

556 

139 

128 


1,153 

1.349 

1,412 

1,285 

1,858 

2,131 

939 

900 

1,177 

1,116 


1,222 

1,447 

362 

387 

1,051 

1,174 

391 

489 

345 

338 


3,791 

8,227 

62 

49 

469 

744 

787 

778 

188 

234 


44 

67 

382 

242 

839 

677 

119 

86 

317 

173 


70,518 

73,900 

46,367 

44,288 

37,848 

40,698 

60,549 

60,054 

31,213 

32,366 


216,957 

219,316 

83,916 

80,758 

189,137 

194,054 

133,992 

131,088 

93,056 

93,731 


687 
779 
' 84 
230 
679 
263 
138 
80 
145 
277 


1874 

1875 

1874 

1875 

1874 

1873 

1874 

1873 

1874 

1875 


Connaught: 

I .248,458 1 
95,562 « 
1 246,030 ‘ 
[ 140,670 ‘ 
j- 115,493 “ 

, Total of 

1 CONSAtJOHT, 

J 846,213 


2,939 

3,489 


6,539 

6,781 


3,371 

3,835 


5,297 

5,032 


1,701 

1,245 


246,495 

251,306 


717,058 

718,947 


1,733 

1,629 


1874 

1875 


In- 

crease, 

550 


In- 

crease, 

242 


In- 

crease, 

464 


De- 

crease, 

265 


De- 

crease, 

456 


In- 

crease, 

4,811 


In- 

crease, 

1,889 


De- 

crease, 

104 


I Increase or Decrease 
> inCoNNAUSHTin 

) 1875. 



[cortiinuerf on pagt 14. 
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PnOTINOES AND OOUWTIES, 
WITH TUBia 
Areas 

IN Statute Acres. 


1 


UiSTEn : 
Anti'im, . 


fl874, 




711,276 acres, 


U875, 


3 


Armagh, . 


1874, 




313,036 acres, 


11875, 


3 


Cavan, 


1874, 




466,261 acres, < 


1875, 


4 


Donegal, . 


fl874. 




1,190,269 acres, 


11S75, 


6 


Dotto, 


ri874, 




611,937 acres, 


L18V5, 


6 


Fermanagh, 


1874, 




417,665 acres, 


11875, 


r 


Londonderry, . 


1874, 




513,388 aa’cs, 1 


1875, 


8 


Monaghan, . ' 


1874, 




318,806 acres, 1 


1875, 


9 


Tyrone, . . J" 


1874, 




778,944 acres, t 


1875, 




Total of Ulster, f 


1874, 




5,321,582acres, t 


1875, 



AGEIOUWUEAl STATISTICS, IKELAND. 

TABIE showing', in Statute Acres, the extent of land under Cropi 

Exiest or Li»D 



Wheat. Oatfl. 



5,691 80,448 

5,372 83,006 

7,430 64,450 

7,116 67,106 

589 50,724 

5-25 52,825 



620 24,337 

643 24,033 



2,059 77,582 



1,C4S 02,067 

1,214 63,889 



Beans 

and Potatoes, Tnnups. 



3,262 46,857 10,145 

3,440 48,150 10,471 

687 29,240 7,892 

908 29,658 8,328 

12 28,460 3,910 

3 4 23,823 3,742 



2,811 636 045 47,016 17,236 

3,139 557 • 855 4 7,694 17,083 

517 190 1,277 52,684 20,254 

579 242 1,114 54,553 19,334 

23 100 27 16,811 3,330 

IS 170 29 17,076 3,306 



1,418 827 058 35,008 15, OSS 

1,650 679 772 33,780 14,463 

1,955 120 88 23,856 S,671 

2,202 118 102 23,981 8,846 



crease or Decrease in / 

Ulster in 1875, crease, 

L 3,475 



117,354 

116,092 


52 

44 


154 

152 


142 

160 


094,079 


8,138 


2,292 


6,798 


704,897 


9,436 


2,1 18 

1 


7,474 


In- 


In- 


De- 


In- 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


10,818 


1,298 1 


174 


676 



;w, 978 1,480,897 211,608 9,901 11,391 892,425 383,588 

.^0,327,196 aeres, 11875, 161,321 1,499,371 233,747 10,312 11,647 900,277 332,783 



Increasi or Decrease 
lBELAia> in 1875, 



Oecreasein Jl 

in 1 crease, crease, 

’ * I 26,657 18,474 



1- In- In-' In- In- Do- 
ise, crease, crease, crease, crease, crease, 
474 22,139 411 256 7,852 805 
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for each County and Province, in the Years 1874 and 1875-mn(i>wA 



Crops, in Statuxs Ace£s. 




Years. 


Population 

in 

1871. 


Number. j 




Mangel 

Wurzel 

ftud 

Beet 

Boot. 


Cabbage. 


Carrots, 

Parsnips, 

and 

other 

Green 

Crops. 


Vetches 

and 

Bape. 


Flax. 


Meadow 

and 

Clover, 


Total 

Extent 

under 

Crops. 


Fallow 
or Un- 
cropped 
Arahle 
Land. 




Acres. 


Aorce. 


Acres. 


Acres. 


Acres. 


Antes. 


Acres. 


Acres. 




Ulster: 






456 


219 


1,431 


1,067 


9,192 


82,185 


242,045 


1,306 


1874 


> 






668 


159 


1,359 


1,428 


9,442 


83,405 


248,200 


754 


1875 


1 404,015 






294 


181 


1,705 


983 


7,906 


42,137 


163,251 


180 


1874 








453 


172 


1,607 


1,296 


7,080 


44,521 


168,892 


93 


1875 


1 179,260 


i 




477 


1,335 


1,039 


218 


5,741 


61,603 


154,237 


113 


1874 








566 


1,263 


1,016 


177 


5,298 


61,946 


156,312 
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11,434 
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48,926 

48,672 


29,879 

30,004 


17,597 

19,302 


27,917 

27,919 


75,393 

77,225 


2,541 

2,921 


20,148 

20,763 


22,689 

23,684 


2,032 

3,364 


160,371 

164,492 


1874 ‘ 

1875 




6,711 
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55,722 

53,764 


34,713 

29,701 


20,206 

15,236 


26,329 
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81,248 

67,004 
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120,073 
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4,917 

5,461 


210,108 

223,844 


1874 ' 
1S75 




13,934 
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17,865 


17,355 

19,154 


7,236 

6,678 
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36,580 

33,928 


60,052 

155,002 


38,350 

37,300 


10,002 

8,418 


32,5141 
32,400 i 


80,806 

78,184 


5,474 

5,950 


43,052 

50,507 


48,526 

oC,4GC 


4,774 

5,i;94 


383,351 

378,013 


1874 

1875 
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18,907 

19,083 


83,859 

82,614 


7,234 

0,626 


1,134 

1,123 


6,988 

7,225 


15,356 

14,974 


3,037 

3,349 


10,007 

21,7J5 


19,044 

25,064 


8,144 

8,540 


308,172 

321,062 


1874 

1875 
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30,728 

31,428 


120,349 

20,399 


12,124 

12,262 


3, .502 
2,593 


12.598 

12,467 


28,224 

27,322 


6,174 

7,936 


28,201 

34,277 


34,375 
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14,695 

15,809 


423,502 

422,501 
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1875 
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34,886 

38,708 
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84,816 
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29,877 

35,839 
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50,173 
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3,299 

3,979 


17,432 

■22,311 


20,731 

26,290 


2,215 

2.I2& 


523,873 

580,515 


1874 

1875 
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36,374 

35,568 


145,094 

140,742 


28,299 

31,480 


7,728 

9,305 


26,702 

28,262 


02,729 

(19,127 


5,278 

0,017 


30,058 

41,468 


41.336 

47,485 


11,688 

12,845 


556,595 

547,357 


1874 

1875 






25,556 

26,669 


99,882 

100,405 


5,990 

5,706 


1,691 

1,901 


0,034 

5,762 


13,718 

13,459 


2,103 

2,722 


15,201 

18,69! 


17,304 

21,413 


3.818 

4.818 


313,228 

323,635 


1874 

1875 


e 




27,416 

28,778 


113,472 

112,720 


18,607 

16,929 


4,512 

3,744 


18,788 

16,811 


41,907 

37,484 


3,901 

3,732 


21,169 

29,801 


28,070 

33,533 


4,159 

4,210 


321,468 

316,997 


1874 

1875 
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21,337 

21,418 


85,677 

85,034 


8,372 

8,031 


1,208 

1,406 


9,293 

8,918 


18,873 

18,355 


2,596 

3,734 


18,904 

24,568 


21,500 

28,302 


9,907 

10,440 


371,977 

401,846 
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1875 






42,977 

45,783 


173,643 

176,197 


25,839 

23,583 


0,559 
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22,279 
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54,677 

52,495 


3,874 

4,861 


24,936 

3o,5S() 


28,810 

38,441 
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7,571 


611,981 

607,580 


1874 

1875 






274,767 
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1,159,609 

1,155,759 


229,631 

223,HH0 


66,216 

71,335 


193,3.57 

190,044 


4RD,204 

.105,109 
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tMIGRATlON (lEISH) FEOM IRELAND. 



Uamber of Irish Emigrants from each ProTince; during the first SIX Months of 
1874 and 1875, and the Increase or Beorease in the latter Tear, compiledfrom 
Returns obtained by the Constabulary, who acted as Enumerators at the seyeral 
Irish Ports. 



Montlis. 


PROVINCES. 


Leinster, 


MirKSTEIU 


Ulster. 


1874. 

Po 


1 1875 

sons. 


In- 

crease 


De- 

crease 


1874. 

Pe 


j 187.5. 
sous. 


In- 

crease 


De- 

crease 


1874. 1875. 


In- 

creaas 


1 De- 
.jereere. 


January, . 
February, 
March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

Total, 


! 217 

291 

755 

1,579 

2.900 

!,969 


244 

424 

695 

1,528 

],3sn 

748 


27 

130 


*60 

51 

i,sn 

621 


380 

1,123 

1,532 

3,888 

5,440 

2,518 


558 

950 

1,374 

3,745 

2,911 

1,822 


178 


173 

158 

143 

2,529 

696 


1,981 

1,629 

2,435 

3,441 

4,556 

2,894 


907 

1,993 

1,561 

2,438 

2,987 

1,938 


. 
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7,114 


5,028 




2,086 






3,521 


18,930 


10,924 




6,012 
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1874. 


1875. 
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1874. 


1875. 
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1874. 


1875. 


In- 
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De- 

crease. 


January, . 
February, 
Mareli, , 

April, 

May, . S 

June, 


151 

2-24 

740 

.,048 

,687 

985 


97 

163 

473 

,469 

,054 

503 
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54 

61 

207 

579 
,63.3 1 
482 


3 

9 

] 

2 


' I 
23 


1 

22 


3 

9 

. 1 
2 


2,732 

3,270 

5,462 

0,965 

5,584 

7,768 


1,806 

2,631 

4,103 

9,180 

8,••}6^ 

5,01! 




926 

639 

,359 

,785 

“,220 

1,757 




6,835 


3,759 1 


■ 1 


3,076 


15 


24 


0 ! . 


45,781 


31,0.95 




4,636 1 



r}i from Ireland, since May, 1S61- 
2 357 0-S f * commenced— to the 30th Jmie'^Iast, was 

2,357,024, of whom 1,258,486 were m.ales, and 1,098,538 wore females. 
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APPENDIX. 



EXTIKPATION OF WEEDS. 



The following extracts from the General Abstracts of Tillage and 
Live Stock for the years 1S5C and 1857, submitted by me to the 
Lord Lieutenant [the late Earl of Carlisle, K.G.], which contain 
much useful information from the writings of the celebrated Sir 
John Sinclair and other distinguished individuals, are reprinted 
in the hope that they may be of service to all those engaged in 
the cultivation of land, by dhecthig more earnest attention to the 
subject, and inducing a general determination to extirpate weeds 
from not only all tillage and grass lands, hut also f rom the higk~ 
ivays, sides of railways, canals, and waste lands of Ireland : — 

Measures taken to effect the Destruction of Weeds. 

Your Excellency is aware that in connexion with the Agri- 
cultural Statistics, I have, for the last four yeai'S, had returns 
made to me by the Constabulaiy, showing the extent to which 
weeds are permitted to grow, and, in most cases, to shed their 
seeds, on the sides of highwaj^s, milways, and canals, as weU 
as on the various farms of the country. I beg to take 
this opportunity of acquainting your Excellency how deeply 
sensible I am of the kind and considerate manner in wnicn my 
request to tho Judges to bring the subject before the vanous 
Grand Julies was received and acted upon by their Lordships, 
not only on the last Spring circuit, but more particularly clming 
that lately concluded ; and I am informed, by commumeations 
from almost every county, that the several Grand Juries havo 
given directions to the County Surveyors to take ah necess^ 
steps to prevent the great injury to the farming closes _whic 
has hitherto arisen from the ginwth of weeds along the sides of 
public roads. I would here take the liberty 
your Excellency’s observations at the meeting of the Koyal imoim 
Society last AprH, and also at the late cattle show of the Koyal 
Agiicultural Society, at Athlone, as lo the lanmntable prevalence 
of weeds in Ireland, have had the happiest effect. In answer to 
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the eirculai' which I took the liberty of addre«!sino' + 1 ,^ -n- , 

of railways and canals, I have tracknoS the 

several instances, of very courteous rpnl,V<, • „ ■ ™ 

have felt it to ^ my duly to 

papers, feeling that the assistance of the Press which 

been most libei-ally afforded to me on 

greatest importance, by inaldnn generally known thf ’ * 

and loss which arise frL the u°n?hX7g™wTof 

iarms and along the highways of the oormt™ 17 

and even the gmieral t^aveH^r, must 

on this important matter, wliieh, with few exe^i ons »v- f ' 
almost every part of Ireland ' ®™ts in 

the 

itiiliisSl 

the toaeheis tben fn + “ Sin’veyora, to be distributed by 

Wdlhat'e^^^^ I havl 

atTti:f C uf S^Xlnl 

commiimtybythenractL *° *he 

of Erasmus Smith’s i ^l -u weods. Tlie Govemoi-s 

ally, have unaniinnii>!lir+..i7 yhoin I waited porson- 

and, I am infonucd mn subject into their consideration, 

be issued requiiW that an order shoidd 

use their influenc? wpl? 7 ? Court to 

from werfs *o keep their fai-ms free 

imno4f7“e*Tom^ Public Works have also directed the 

'“tL“ f 1r- To' 

real patriot Sir Joh7s'^’7 °t' that eminent man and 

AgriLlture,’ qiiottr^ ‘The Boai-d of 

valuable, as being t&7ooKl orctS^S^”'' " 

heSn smell) 

“plants, therefore must lio7 *o that crop. The destruction of such 

“branches of the’amdcultoal7t'*T‘7fV“ important 

o art j for if that as neglected, or eYen. hut 
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“slovenly iierformed, the crops may be reduced to the amount of one- 
“ fourth or one-tliird of a fair average crop, even upon the very best soils. 
“ Besides, it nieiits consideration, that if -weeds ai-e suffered to exist, the 
“full advan-bages of maniu’ing land, and many other improvements, can 
“ only be partially obtained. Nor is this all : the mixture of weeds in 
“the soil prevents the crops from receiving the beneficial influence of the 
“ atmosphere,— Slides up that moisture so essential for the gi'oivth of the 
“ crop sown, — ^tends more than any other cii’cumstance to injiu’e the crop 
“ when lodged by violent, winds or heavy rains, — augments the risks at 
“harvest (for a crop that is clean may be ready for the stack-yard in 
“ much less time than is recpiired to harvest it when incumbered with 
“ weeds), — and the seeds of these intniders deteriorate the cxuality of the 
“gi-aia. Notwithstanding all the injuiies thence sustained, how many 
“are there -svho hardly ever attempt to remove weeds in an effectual 
“manner! This negligence is the more to be blamed, because, wei-e 
“farmers at the trouble of collecting all sorts of weeds before they had 
“ formed their seeds, and of mixing them -with rich earth, with lime, or 
“ femienting them with dimg, they would soon be reduced into a soft 
“ pulpy mass, and in this ivay a peimicious nuisance might be converted 
“ into a valuable manm-e. Various ex})Qrii)ients have been tried, to ascer- 
“ tain the positive advantage derived from carefully weeding one part of 
“ a field, and iea-ving another part undone ; among these, the folloiving, 
“made ivith peculiar accuracy, may be safely relied on : — 

“ 1. Seven acres of litjhl yravellij land were fallowed, and sown h'oad- 
“ cast with wheat ; one ac7'e wa^ measured of, and not a weed was ■pulled 
out of it ; the other six loere caref ally weeded, Thewiweeded acre pro- 
'‘duced IS bushels; the six tveeded acres 135 bushels, or 22^ per acre, 
“ which is 4J- bushels, or more prodiwe in favour of weeding. — 2, A 
six-acre fidd was sown with barley, in fine tilth, and well manured. The 
“ weeding, owing to a great abundance of charlock, cost 1 2s. per acre. The 
produce of an unweeded acre was only 13 bushels; of the weeded, 28. 
“ ddifermce in favour of weeding, 15 bushels per acre, besides the land being 
“so much cleaner for succeeding crops. — 3. Six acres sown with oats, one 
“acre ploughed but once, and unmanured, produced only 17 huslwls. 
“ Anoth&r six acres, ploughed three times, manured, and weeded, produced 
“ 37 bushels. This expei'iment proves, that oats require good management, 
“and will pa.y for it m well as other crops. Ten bushels of the increased 
“produce may be fairly attributed to the weeding, and the other ten to the 
“ manure. 

“ Tho importance of weeding, both to the individual and to the pub- 
“lic, is sucb, that it ought to be enforced by law. At any rate, a regiila* 
“ tion of police, for fining those who harbour weeds, the seeds of whicli 
“may be blo-\vn into their neighbours’ gi-oimd, can have no injustice in 
“ principle. In England, the petty constable might be required, by pre- 
“ cept from the high constable, to give in presentments to the Quarter 
“ Sessions, containing a list of all persons who suffered weeds to inm to 
“ seeds in theii* hedges or lands, such presentments to be particulaily 
“ specified to the Coiu't. Those refeixing to the coltsfoot, to be given in at 
“the Lady-day sessions; and those referring to thistles, rag- weed, &o., to 
“ be given in at the Midsummer sessions. An order of Court might then 
“ be made for the immediate removal of such nuisances ; and if not com- 
“ plied with, the offender should be fined a sum not exceeding five pounds, 
one-hixlf to tho informer^ and , the other half to go for the rel^f. of the 
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Sir .Tolm “ poor. If, in consequence of such a system being enforced, four to 
SiiKilair ^^ five bushels of wheat, fftem hushds of harhy, arid ten hiishels of oats ad- 

tl'llia^etion '' 'vvere raised in ali the fields in tlie kingdom, whose crops are 

of Woeils. “injured hy weeds, the benefit -would be -well worth the labour and 
“ expense, and the funnel's would soon -find that ho-svever anxious they 
“ may be to have tlieii’ huids tithe-fi-ce, yet to have them -weed-free is of 
“still gi-eatcr importance. On the whole, keeping his land in a dean 
“state ought to be a principal object with every former ; and if this be 
“ not carefully attended to, he may rest assured of paying deai'ly for his 
“neglect. But the losses which he suflei-s do not remedy the injury which 
“ the public sustains from his slovenly conduct. 

“ In several counti-ies the lc‘gi.slatni-e has interposed its authority for 
“ the dcsti'uction of weeds. By a regulation in h'ranco, a farmer may sue 
“ his ndcjhhour, who ncijlccis to destroy the thistles upon his land at the pro- 
‘*per seasons, or may employ people to do it at the other’s expense. In 
“ Denmark, there is a law to oblige tlie formers to root up the corn maa-i- 
“gold, Chrysanthemum scyetum. But the oldest regulation for that pur- 
“ pose was probably in Scotland ; a statute; of Alexander II., about the 
“ year- 1220, having been directed against that weed, which was considered 
“ to he peculiarly peimicious to com fields. The statute is very slioil;, and 
“ably expressed. It denounces that ‘iiiau to he a traitor * who poisons the 
“ hintjs lands with weeds, and iiUroduoes into timn a host oj enemies ' — 

“ Bondsmen who had this jdant in tlioir corn, loere fined a sheep for each 
“stalk. Under the authority of that law, Sir William Grierson, a Scottish 
“ Ijai’on, was accustomed to hold Goul courts, for the expres.s purpose of fining 
“ the farmers in whose gi'owing crojis three heads oi' \ipwards of that -weed 
“ were found. Such a plan, if generally adopted, woiikl soon exthpate 
“ weeds j and as by a clause introduced into -many leases (and wMch ought to 
“ he universal), the Itmdlord is empowered to cut down these weeds, at tie 
“ ^pe'^ise of the tenant, if the latter neglect to do it Mmself, it is much to 
be regretted that so useful a regulation shorild not bo generally enforced. 
The jjolicy of some legislative provision for tlii.s purpose has been foe- 
“ q\iently suggested. A claxiso enforcing the extirpation of weeds in 
“ hedges alojig the sides of roads, passed the House of Commons, but -was 
“ thrown out by the Lords. It is to be hoped that so useful a measure, 
“even on a more extensive scale, will soon be passed into a law. By 
“some it is recommended that the do.slvuetion of weeds on the sides of 
“ roads should bo done at the parish expense ; others, by the I’ood-siu'veyoi's, 

“ and the expense to be stated in their accounts. . # 

^ ^ “ Though it is impi'uctical)le to extirpate ajinual weeds altogether, 
‘^either by summer fidlow or turnip ciilturu, yet the lunnber of weeds 
may be so ^mucli lessened, by these means, as to prevent them from 
‘‘ materially injuring corn crops. Two mexisures are necessary for that 
‘I pxirpose, — fir-st, to bring the seeds within the limits of vegetation ; and 
‘‘secondly, to destroy ffiiery weed that vegetates, thus regularly lessening 
“ the original stock. As the seeds of annual weeds are naturally furnished 
‘ mth the means of pvesovvation while stored in the grortnd, it is abso- 
u necessaiy to bring them into life before their destniction can be 
effected. This is accomplished by the operations of ploughing, haiTO-w- 
ing, and rolling, by -wliich the ground is pulverized and reduced, whilst 
the seeds ai’e brought to the smi'ace, or so near it as to allow tlieir speedy 
vegetation. All tlie seeds -within t-wo or three inches of the suiface, 
ti expected to vegetate according to circumstances, such as richness 

of soil, fineness of mould, and the degree of moisture which may pre- 
vail -when the above processes are executed. When the first crops of 
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“ weeds appear above tbe stiiface, a second plonglimg should be given, by Sir Joim 
“which that crop will instantly be destroyed, and a foundation laid for Sinclair 
“ producing another crop. Harrowing and rolling should again be resorted . 

“ to ; and in this way, several crops may be anniliilated, in wann and orWeeda.'^ 
“ moist seasons, before the turnips are drilled, more especially if attention 
“ has been paid to harrow and roll the land, after every plougliing, so that 
“ sufficient moistui'e may be preaeiwod to insure vegetation. When under 
“turnips, both the hand and horse hoe should be constantly employed 
“ whenever weeds appear ; and upon no account should a single one 
“be allowed to run to seed. By paying due attention to these measures, 
many farms rohich formerly were a nest of seed-weeds, are now hronght 
“ into such order that ilui loeeds are kept under subjection and easily man- 
aged. In this way tbe destruction of many annual weeds may be accom- 
“ plisbed, before the turaip-seed is sow, and the seeds of almost every 
“ annual weed locked up in the ground, may be brought to the smface, 

“ and within the reach of vegetation. Besides, the seveiul hoi'se and hand 
“hoeuigs given to the turnip crop, serve to destroy eveiy annual weed as 
“ fast as it appears ; and if the seed-furrow given the com crop which 
“succeeds the turnips, is not taken deeper than tbe horse-lioeing fun-ow 
“ (and a gi’eater depth is unnecessary), few weeds will appear in tlie corn 
“ci’op which afterwards follows. graas-seeds are alway.s sown in the 
“ improved districts, with the corn crop tl^at succeeds turaip.s, no annual 
“ weeds can appear in that season ; but it very often happens in the suc- 
“ ceeding year, from ploughing the clover-stubble a little deeper than the 
“ seed-fruTow given to the crop which succeeded turnips, ^at a fresh 
“ growth of annual weeds make their appearance. To get the better of 
“ these enemies some expcxienced farniei^ have hand-weeded tbe crops 
“which followed clover, at an expense not less than tea to twenty 
“ shillings per acre, and evidently much to their advantage \ whilst othei-s 
“have resorted to the drill.hushmdiy to get quit of annu^ weeds. The 
“ great object of both was, to procure clean crops, each being pei-fectly satis- 
“ tied that if their cro2)s laeo'e full of weeds, the productive powers of the 
“soilwoxrld not only be deteriorated, but that iZie amoiint or value of those 
crops would he also consid&rahly lessened. 

“ Owing to the natiu*e of tlie soil and climate, uiany perennial weeds 
“are much more abundant in Scotland, imd also in Ireland, "Wales, and 
“the noi-tli and north-west of England, than in other countiues, where the 
“ soil is drier, and the climate more temperate. « » * 

“ With regard to docks and thistles, the method of getting rid of thmi 
“is perfectly ohvkus ; all that is required hehtg to fallow the ground icell 
‘^in the fh'st vnstance, and to eictemiinate tlte p>lants afte^i'wards udunever 
^^tliey a2')pear. This maybe accomplished by pulling them up by the root, 

"in every comifeld, when the loeather is moist, and cutting them over in 
"all the grass lands before they have perfected their seeds ; though cutting 
"should only he resorted to when the weather is so dry as to prevent pulling 
"these weeds out of the ground. The same attention ought to be paid to the 
" destmetion of nettles, ragweeds, mugwort, and the inomitain daisy. Every 
“ one of these weeds ought to he pulled up by the root, if that measure can 
"be accomplished; but where that is impi'acficable, they ought to beregvlarly 
"cut dotooi by the scythe, in which way their increase will at least be pre- 
" vented. This op&ration should always he performed before iheh' seeds 
“anire at maturity, otherwise the ground may thence he stocked with fresh 
"seed, to an extent not much less than if the cutting process had been 
"neglected.*’ 
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P»cm,.my The itijiuious effects of weeds iive sciu-oely to be .t 

onno.. ,vl>en their extraordinary ™d ahnost 

taken into consideration. The iollowing table (with the exception 
“ , ^ indebted to Dr O’Doii™., 

and Mr. Eiigene Curry, M.E.I.A..) is talcen .from Profe,ssor Buckmar 

oiiL l1tWMy!’S 

„ , nws.— One of the most fertile s(rarco,s of the ooiitiumtioB 

of weeds is that of constantly allowimj them to ami on tlus frad Now 

l t“TTiT from seeling may he gathe,^ 

from the following table of ohservatiuiis ni ado upon a few of oiu- eonnnoa 

S^^BCiCS I" *'■ 



Senecio vulgarU, . 
Stellaria metlia, . 
Agrostommft gitlingo, 
Lychnis dioica, . 
Papaver rliceas, . 
Sinapis arvenais, . 
r, ®’Sra, . 
■jraluun tricomc, . 

„ apariiie, . 
Sonelms arvonais, 
CnrduuB nutans, . 
iEthusa cynapium, 
Ervura tQtras[>ermuin, 
Daucua carota, . 
Pastinaca sativn, 



Grmmasg, . 
rUoilh, 

Cogul-arbhiiir, . 
Ildd-fiadliaiii, . 
Cailcin doarg, . 
Cftrran buuUic, , 
Sgcalloi' diibli, . 
Coinnleacli Iciiptlm, 
Luibh-an-la<Uiair, 
Fotliannan, 
Fothannan cmnlirn, 
Fionnas, . 
lioillJith, . 

Carruii Fiiidliniii, 
MeacanliiuliKiin, 



Gi'oundstd, 

Chidtwwnl, 

Corn cockle, . 
Ciimpioii, 

Ilod poppy, . 
Ciiarlock, 

Pluck iiniMtiird, 
Com bed-Nirinv, 
ClivcM [Chtiivers], 
Cora sow-tUiaLic, 
Mu«k UiiKtlo, 

Fool’s }i!U'.iley, 
'rare, 

Wild carrot, . 
Wild paroiiij), 



^ No. of No. nf 
IN'), nf SoikIs wicli Sfodaon 
Muwhts. Flowor a single 
may Icav. - Plai',t 



X 


r,o 


= C,600 


„ 


10 


„ 500 


;; 


370 

187 


„ 2,500 
„ 8,425 


„ 


500 


„ 50,000 


„ 


10 


„ 4,000 


„ 


a 


„ 1,200 




2 


„ 200 



2 „ 1,100 
lUO „ lil,l)00 



^ not likely tliiit oivcli indiviclwal plant would always 
poricct the quantities of soeda ahovo tiibulatedj Init the list gives a 
pretty accurate notion of tlio numiiors of seeds which might he perfected 
^^imdercircmnstiinces fuvouwihlo to their aovelopmont, and from it will 
Iinporbant practical fiwt that, allowing for the 
u 1 ^ which seeds ui’e constantly liable, yet ouough would be 

ieit, where seeding is allowed but for « sinylo year, to give trouble for 
“ imny years after. j j > >s 

creniio^ he too aarne&ily imjed THAt' wkisds be DESTaoyBD befohe 
II • ^3^ KirE, on INDEED NiiAiiLY Bii'E, m the Twening p'occss 

^^syten completed hy the juiGcs inlhe stems, especially of pulled xmdsi 
lee groundsel and iJdstles, wJien pxdUd and laid by, as we saio last 
^^ycar, yet ripened much seed j and their involucres, opening in the sun, 
on the breeze to an indefinite distance j and it should he 
oecoueeted that pi'-imaryhead—^nay riponlong before the rest, 

a tolerMe loeed-grmolh may follow from a delay which luis 
only this oxw head to perfiect its seed. Each plant of groundsel 
7*7 wtc7'«(6se(f 50 fold, each jdant of coim sow-tMsiU 

fold^'’^ head of i)msk-thisUe im-y in'odim m increase 
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And in the mnnher of the same useful periodical for November 
18, 1S54-, another list of weeds i.s given, from which the followino- 
are selected : — ° 



Botanical Naino. 


Irish N.imn. 


Common Name. 


Number 
of Sned 
vessels or 
Flowers to 
each Plant. 


Number 
of Seeds 
to each 
Vessel 
or Flower. 


Number 
of Seeds to 
each Plant 


When 
gathered 
in iSS4. 


Cflpfella bursa pastoris, . 


Srnidin, 


Shepherd’s purse, . 


150 


< 30 = 


4,500 




.Sisymbrium officinale, . 


Lus-au-oir, 


Common hedge 














niustaxd, , 


^50 


12 „ 


5,400 


Oct. 13 


HerncIcDm sphondylium, 


Goran (or Go- 














rttinich), . 


Cow parsnip, . 


2,500 


2 „ 


5.0C0 


Ang. 17 


Convch-uhis arvensis, . 




Com bind weed, . 


200 , 


3 „ 


600 




Qaleopsis Indnnum, 


Ncnnntog, . 


Ilenbit nettle. 


600 , 


4 „ 


2,000 




Bartsiii odontites, . 




Eed bartsia, . 


400 


12 „ 


4,800 


Oct. 1 


Leontodon taraxacum, . 


Castseatbhan, 


Dandelion, 


12 


170 „ 


2,040 




Centaurea jaco5)en, 


Gob-an-Gliiusaiii, 


Hardhead scabious, 


50 


80 „ 


4,000 


Sept. 10 


„ nigia, 




Blackhead, 


50 


GO „ 


3,000 




Antiiemis cotiiia, . 


Brenn-lus. . 


S tinkin g chamomile, 


271 


160 .. 


40,G50 


Sept. 23 


Matricaria chnmoinilla, . 


Moidiur, 


Mayweed, 


150 


800 „ 


45,000 


Oct. 14 


Ciirvsantheiiiuia leucau- 














tlieimmi, . 


Ea.*puft'-ban, 


Ox-oj-e daisy, 


43 


300 „ 


13,500 


Sept. 18 


Arctimn lappa, 


CopoR tnatlmil, . 


Buidock, , . 


. C13 


40 „ 


24,520 


Oct. 1 


Soucluis oleraceus, 


Blcacht I'lieotha- 














dan, 


SoAT thistle, . 


100 


260 „ 


25,000 


Sept. 6 


Carduus aenuHs, . 




Stem1e.ss thistle, 


6 


100 „ 


GOO 


Sept. S 


Pap.ivcr dubiuin, . 






100 , 


GOO „ 


60,000 


Oct. 14 


Kumex oMusifolius, 


Copog smide, 


Common dock, 


13,000 




13,000 




Euphorbia cxi^ua, 




Dwarf spurge, 


600 


8 „ 


1,500 


Sept. 19 


„ pepius, 


Geirneiinli, 


Petty -spurge. 


400 


3 „ 


1,200 


Sept. 11 


„ belioscopia, . 




S\in spurge, . . 


324 


3 


972 


Oct. 14 


L.ipsana coniinuuia, 


Duilleog bliaiglite, 


Nijiple wort, . 


5G0. 


IS „ 


8,400 


Sept. 23 



Annexed are the names of some of the most noxious weeds, 
with compound flowers, which 1 have been infonned by Doctor 
Mackay, author of the ‘ Flora Hibemica,’ gi*ow wild in Ireland, 
and all of which produce seeds in the gi’eatest quantity : — 

■ COMMON NAMES. BOTANICAU NAilES. 

1. < Sjiear plume thistle. ' Cnicus lanceolatus. 

2. Mai'sh plume thistle. Cnicus palustiis. 

3. Creeping plume thiside. Cnicus ai’vensis. 

4. "Welted thistle. Carduus acanthoides. 

5. Slender-flowered thi.stle. Carduus tenuifloms. 

6. Dandelion. Leoutodon tai'axacum. 

7. Ox-eye daisy. Chrysanthemum leucantbemum. 

8. Corn mtuygold. Clnysanthemum segetum. 

9. Rough hawkhit. Apai’gia hiita. 

10. Autumnal hawkbit. Apai’gia autumnahs. 

Of so much importance has the eradication of weeds been con- 
sidered in the Colony of Victoria, that an Act has been recently 
passed to insure their destruction ; the owner or occupier of the 
land on which they grow may be ordered by a Justice of the 
Peace to destroy them, and is liable to a fine if he does not 
comply — a course which, if followed in tins country, would be 



I 
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gratefully received by tlie firming classes, and be productive of 
great national benefit, as, according to the experiments of Sir 
John Sinclair, aheady referred to, the land, WHES kept free 
FEOM WEEDS, WILL YIELD A MDOH QEEATEE AMODKT OF PEODDCE 
It will be gratifying to your Excellency to learn that I 
have received from very many influential parties, to whom I 
am personally nnlcnown, oommanications expressive of then- 
entire approval of what has been termed by some of them the 
' National Crusade against Weeds.' I also learn, from copies of 
almost every journal in Ireland, kindly sent to me by the hditoi-s 
that the Press has, without exception, given its powerful aid to 
ttio same object — one which most happily has received your 
Excellency's marked approbation. And I confidently trast, 
the opinions so unequivocally expressed in every quarter that 
much and permanent good will be effected by brinmno- the 
present great neglect on this subject prominently under public 
observation. ^ 

r Ip- 111® observations on the Agricultural Abstracts for last year 
° the honour of stating the measures taken by me to 

call public attention to the gi-eat injury and loss caused by the non- 
removal of weeds from farms and the sides of high roads, railways 
and canals. I am now informed, that in some localities improve- 
ment has taken place ; hut on account of the unchecked m-o-ivth of 
weeds m so many places, as well as in the fields and hedge-rows of 
j fa,rmoi-, the efforts of those desirous to 

etteot then- eradication are, in a groat raeasuro, fnistmted To the 
extensive circulation of the information given in the Abstracts for 
lSo6. as authorized by your ExceUoncy, and to the able appeals 
on the .subject which have appeared in the public press, this im- 
provement may be attributed; until legiduMon, however, afords 
so me o-enwdij to those w w keep their lands free f rom weeds Jaimt 
such 2M1 ties as allow them to grow OAui semi, to the iivjun/ofthe 

fb^ninglan<h,tMpracticeofcleancifjrieulturainIre 

li • l’i ■ if a farmer sees that the expense 

winch he moui-s in removing weeds is thrown away, owing to his 
careless neighbour poisoning the fields around with the seeds of 
™ ^1 it is hopeless to eradicate 

vigorous stock growing on his 
acrTcultiiriil olding. With a view to keep this subject before the 
f. last spring, issued a cii-cular to the 
Swfi hamsters, soliciting their aid. It was most 

"““y leaving addre,ssed the parties 

n-iso Sessions, on the great advantages which must 

weed’s '“pi-eased yield of land when kept free fi-om 

W dtp -“n *^y experiments of that eminent 
and distinguished man, the late Sii- John Sinclair. [See page 23.] 

nri ve ,1*“ tbis suy eet become, that for an essay upon it a 

W JIf awarded by the Royal Agricultural Society of England 
A aotbor. Professor Buokman, of the 

tica^ ifs, T Cirencester, gives the following prac- 
tical methods for removing weeds from the soil 
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“ 0?i ihe Exthyation of Weeds.~~T:\iQ> extii-pation of weeds would appear 
“ iu theory a much easier matter tbaa in j)racike it is found to be, for the 
“ seeds of wild plants constituting weeds are so univ€i*sally distidbuted, that, 
“ though they may differ in land at different jdaces, yet, w'here’s-er a crop 
“will grow, thei'e alp will weeds flourish, if allowed. There -would also 
“appear to be species of weeds i>eculiar to certain crops, species which 
“ appear in one crop and not in another \ the charlock is a familial' example 
“ of this, as it will often make its appearance in great quantities after the 
“ breaking up of pasture or old sainfoin lea, where it had not been obseiwed 
“ before for yeai^. Evidence of this may also be obtained from the vast 
“ quantities of wild plants which spring up in w<-)ods after trees and 
“ underwood have been removed ; so quickly and so abundantly, indeed, 
“ as to convince us that their seeds must have lain dormant, only a-waitino- 
“the required circumstances to vegetate. Newly-foimed earthworks fre- 
“ quently cause the sudden gi-oivth of wild jdants, -which have never before 
“ been observed in the district. Hence, however careful we may be to 
“ destroy weeds ia one crop, we shall assuredly have some fi-csh 's^jccies 
“witli the next, as well as fi-esh plants of the same, in consequence of 
“dormant seeds haiung been brought within the power of growth by 
“ ne-wly stiiuing the soil ; from which it is obvious that weeds are not to 
“be eradicated by one effoi*t, how’-ever vigorous it may bo. 

“ The getting rid of weeds W'ould appear to resolve itself into the two 
“ folio-wing heads : — 

“ 1st. destroying those alrmdy in the soil 

“ 2nd. Ereveyiting others heing sown. 

“ The first of these must be considered with reference to those weeds 
“ which are already rooted in the soil, that is, weeds of a perennitd character, 
“ as well as those annual weeds the seeds of which have been scattered at 
“ different penods. 

“ Perennial and deep-rooted weeds can only be got lid of by properly 
“ preparing the fallows, to which end farm- work should always be got as 
“ forward as possible. One of the most common causes of the continuance 
“ of weeds is, that work is delayed until it is time to get in the seed for 
“ the crop, wlien untoward woatlier, want of time, or some other cause, 
“ prevents the possibility of that thorough cleaning wlndi is necessary to 
“ get rid of weeds. Seed is thus gnit into foul land, which 7nust imit until 
“c6 more convenient season for heing clean^. 

“ In the usual process of arable farming, preparation of the soil by 
“ ploughing, scuffling, harrowing, and exposure to sunshine and thought, 
“ cleai-s the land of a great quantity of weeds ; hut if we observe the 
“ depth to which the undergroimd stems of conch, coltsfoot, bindweed, and 
“such-like plants penetrate, we shall see at once that this is not sufficient 
“ to exterminate the enemy ; but, having done this in the most cai'eful 
“ manner, we may observe that there are still spots left here and there in 
“ a field where these weeds flourish. How, it appears to me that the best 
“ method of dealing with a case like tliis, is to go carefully over tlxe gi-ound 
“after the crop is removed, and dig up the weed-patches with a three- 
“ jii-onged fork. 'With this implement they can be followed in. their 
“direction and depth ; and thus, by a simple employment of day-labour, 
“ these isolated nurseries of mischief may, if not too numei‘ous, be readily, 
“ perfectly, and cheajxly broken up. Indeed there is no mode so efficient 
“as this j and, from long observation of the natm-al history of weeds of 
“ this kind in arable fields, T am convinced that moi'e may be done by the 
“ fork towards the complete eradication of deep-rooted weetls than by any 
“other means. 

“ There are some of these deeix-rooted weeds which are eaceedingly 
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“troublesome in pasttiros, such cs the stiiiging-nottlo, Imtter-bur ami 
“ bistort. Those occur in )iatchos, soiiio in the coTOor,s of the Add others 
“ill wet places, while the bistort will bn found occupying isolated mots in 
“ the centres of meadows. Tliosn cannot well bo attacked by digdng them 
“up. The best iilan of treating them is to regularly mow them doira 
“when thoii- stems gi-ow a few inches ahoTo the surface of tlio gimmd’ 
“ The pruioiple upon which this Ls rooommeuded i.s, that the- leaves are 
“ absolutely necessary to tlie extension of the whole of the parts of a plant • 
“if, therefore, thc.so ni-o coutinuod to be destroyed in proper time' the 
“ extinction of the imdergronnd stems is ultimatoly insured ; it will’ not 
“ do, however, to leave them until the usual jioriod of moiviug, as at that 
“ time tlie plants wm have advanced to maturity, mid the leaf function 
"have been fully performed. An olwevvance of tliis law will be of gi-eat 
“ use in destroying many woods, in situations where the roots cannot be 
“got at ; let it simply be homo in mind, as the leaves are. the lungs of the 
“plant, never in such cases to alloia the lungs to Jevelope thentsehes. 

“ The prevention of Weeis-soiomg.—SN'eeAti aro constantly being somi 
“under many cironmstances, the chief of whicli may be stated as fol- 
“ lows : — 



“ Weeds are sown toiih the seed for the crop. 

“ Weeds are spread over the land hj mantircs. 

“ Weeds are perpetuated hj being allowed to seed. 

Weeds are dissenunated from roail-sldes, and waste land, or from a 
“ladlg mmuigcd/arm to a good one, ekiellg hy \flylmj seeth.' 

“Somhig of Seeds..— That wooals are perpetnatednotwithstmidiug the 
'most careful preparation of the hand, hy sowing thorn with our seeds, is 
“a fact too well kno-wn to bo di.sjmtcd. Six years ago we saw afield 
sown with foreign flax-seed, which came up full of black mustard, - 
SimipK mgra, much to the injury of the crop : this has ever since been 
a troublesome weed in tlic field, and lins even l)oon the meaus of tlisseiui- 
natmg it over a great portion of a farm on wliicli it was iireviously 
almost unknown. Again, many weeds aro sown with clover seeds, 
sainfoin, and the like, wdiieh, tJuiugh they may not make way during 
the covM-mg of the ground n'iHi the crop, may j-ot appear in some future 
crop. From this it follows, that too much cavo cannot be taken to get 
clean seed, and it wants hut little botanical skill to detect the presence 
o weeds m a sample. Pui-c or clean seed is even woi-tli paying a greater 
price for, as the reverse may entail trouble and expense for yeara. Anv 
mechanioal processes, tlierefove, which can bo made available for cleanhii 
seed arc well wortliy of patronage. A aoed.sinan who avill bo careful in 
the preparation and collection of seed doservas the host support In 
order also to aasist m this niattor, fanners .should he partioulai- not to 
allow a iii,.ty patch to stand for seal, although it may he ‘ thw most profit- 
“able thing they could do with it.’ -to it 

“ Weeds and Uamre.— It btiMo much the custom to consider that tie 
^ power 0 prmnmtioa of seeds is destroyed by dooomijosition in manure 
neaps, ihat some are so, whoa the manure has been thoronghlv decom- 
posrf, there can be no doubt ; but many are not, and with those that 
a sfv „ 1 iiucertain to be relied upon. We have seen qnan- 

« I ft docks and of crow-gaviic thrown upon a heap to decay, 

afterwards noticed vetches manured therewith to be full of these 
ummire-heaps are often covered with a 
„ 5 vege atioii, which thereon produce enough weed-seeds to stock a 
farm. Ill these cases the plants rendering the original seed were, doubt- 

mamu-rwas miulo, and yet, 
3 idmg the vicissitudes they had to contend with, were not 
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“destroyed. Too mucli care, therefore, cannot be taken to prevent this 
“source of mischief, to which end it ■will always be found best to biu*u 
“pulled weeds ; and in harvesting corn, docks, thistles, and the like, 
“should not be bound up with the sheaves, b\it, if practicable, left stand- 
ing, and afterwai'ds destroyed. 

® »i =» * # # * 

“Weeding should be done as curly as possible, either with the horse- 
“ hoe, common hoe, or sometimes tlie Dutch hoe, and, when thus early cut 
“ down, may safely be left to •wither on the gi’oimd ; l)ut it should be 
“ borne in mind tliat if any individual plants amongst them are shedding 
“their seed at the time, and are not taken away, the very hoeing insures 
“its .safe plantation. 

“ It is precisely in this way that coltsfoot is often much increased. 
“ The flowers of thh) plant apijear in sjniug before the leaves. By the 
“ time the seed is ripe the leaves become conspicuous ; tlie hoe is then set 
“ to work to cut down the latter, by which the ripened seeds are so%vu, 
“ when, if left, they might have flown away to a distance. Now, it may 
“ be that the roots of the coltsfoot-r-for it is not destroyed by the hoe — 
“are forked out after the crop has been gathered; but the so^vll seeds 
“ w'ill insure that the pest shall give us some more work to do at a future 
“time. The patches of coltsfoot flowei-s should, therefore, be cut down 
“as soon as they appear, and by this means we not only spoil the crop of 
“seeds, but ciupple the gl'o^\'tll of the pliuit by cutting oft’ the leaf-buds. 

‘ ‘ Many other instances of a Mice kind might be adduced tending to show 
“that a knowledge of the natural liistory of weeds is of gi'eat importance 
“in enabling us to subdue them. 

‘‘ DisseTnination of Weeds from Wastes. — This is a mutter that requires 
“ serious consideration, and, having once obtained correct views upon the 
“subject, should incite to prom]>t and energetic action. It is well known 
“that some of the most pernicious weeds tu-e to be found amongst the 
“ Composike, a natural order of plants to which the Sonchus,^ Leontodoiit 
“ C-arduus, TussilagOy Seticcio, cmd C'entcuirea belong. Now, in all these 
“ plants we may observe that theii’ seeds are crowned with a feathery 
“ down — the Pa2>i)us of botanists— which acts as a tiny parachute, en- 
“ abling such seeds to be wafted hei*e and there by the slightest breeze, 
“ and thus they float for miles. It, therefore, follc'^vs that however ptn- 
“ ticular we may be in trying to subdue tliem in our cultivated fields, yet 
“ tvaste places and ivaysides, where many species like to dwell, if not 
“ attended to will ever aft’ord a nmsery for many of the most objectionable 
“weeds. "Waste places, therefore, on every fixnn — if there be such— 
“ cannot too carefully be looked to in this matter ; imd, if the prmaple be 
“ fully recognised, the keeping roads in order, especially in lumal districts, 
“ will comprehend loeeding the tcai/aides. e once saw afarmer employ men, 
“ in a not over busy time, in mowing thistles on a good breadth of road rim- 
“ ning through the middle of his farm, but, unfortunately, the seed was rye 

“when tlriswas done, and, as the thistles were left where they tell, the 

“ dissemination of their seeds was not prevented. This, therefore, is a 
“matter which seems to belong to the overseer of the road, and the plea 
“ of idle time should never be recognised. 

“ But, unfortunately, it is not always that these evils emanate from 
“ mere waste planes and roadsides. One bad and dirty farmer may pi esei ye 
“weeds enough to continue a supply to a wide range of neighbours; in 
“ which case it would not seem rmreasonable to call upon him to render 

“ compensation for damages. ^ 

* # * * 

“ The meds of hedge-hanks and fences are innumerable : many wild 
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“ flcwers, not in our list, by growing in such uitiiations, are weeds. Gouoh 
“cleavers, bindweed, and bryony arc among tlie most troublesome esp& 
“daily -when they ocom' in young guioks. To insure the gi-owtli of 4e 
“fence these must be removed, and, indeed, should never be suffered to 
‘ ‘ mate head. This can bo done with a small fork, handled -with judgment, 
“ so as not to distm-b the roots of the hedge. ISy this means we may not 
“ only remove the weeds, birt the operation contributes to the fertility of 
“the soil, and thus the hedge more quickly overtops what, but for this 
“ attention, would completely smother it. In this case, as in most others 
“it is safer to^ burn what we remove than to remove it to the dunghcan 
“or to let it lie about. We knew a farmer who offered his cottagers 3d 
“ the bushel for weed ashes ; and as a description of the maimer in which 
“a cottage family xrroceeded to make them m.ay be useful and inter-esting 
“it is here given : — The refuse of the garden was fir-st jiut together irr a 
“heap, and covered with truf from tlio roadside; this, on being fed 
“brant in a smothei-ed manner; the oliildren brought all the weeds and 
“refuse they corrld collect from time to time, and added it green to the 
“rest, and, by the occasional addition of turfs, a coutinued smothered fii-e 
“was kept up for weeks; in one cottage garden was as much as fifty 
“bushels, and the process still going on. With these ashes the faimi 
always did well in his tui’nip crop, so that 3iot only was an exterminating 
“wai’fai-c carried on with our enemies, but they were destined ultimately 
to be converted into food ; and we cannot better conclude this essay than 
“ by saying— Always destroy the life and reproductive power of weeds, 

“ even by fire, if necessary." ’ 



^d on this subject, one of our moat observant and popular 
authors, the Ute Mr. Charles Dickens, in a number of that useful 
periodical, ‘ Household Words,’ after gracefully alluding to the 
exertions for the eradication of weeds, whicli were being made 
in Ireland, remarks ; — ° 

‘‘ Inasmuch, as Kature is resolved to spread her carpet where she can, 
‘ and man knows veiy well that the green cai'pet with its pretty httle 
iiower patteras, must be taken up wherever the gi-ouud is to be tilled for 
special us^ of his own, the need of constant watchfulness is obvious 
enough. JJo say that over a given space there sliall gi-ow nothmg but 
wheat, if we mean earnestly^ what we are saying, is to declare war 
against ail^ other growths which set up thoii* own claims to the same 
land, it ^is a case of war arising out of teridtoiial aggression. The 
iai'mers seize upon a tenitory occupied by various races of plants kno^vn 
to ^em by the rough generd name of Tho Weeds. The weeds ai-e got 
under, subdued, in a great measure extii-patod, and the fiu-mei>s then set 
up an non imle over the soil, upon wliich they establish in rich colonies 
their own subjects, the cereals and green crops. The farmei-s justify their 
Tbo well-being of mankind depends, they say, on the 
predommance of the two luees of cereals and green crops. What do the 
weeds c^e for this reasoning 1 The race of man baa always ti-ampled on 
them, ihey are the first owners of the soil. They claim it. They 
watch, therefore, the opportunity to rise, and eveiy gi*eat rising of the 
‘ weeds is a-rtended with a frightful massacre of the new race. There is 
^6icy shown even to the newly born, whether of the green crops 
or the ceimls. Thousands upon thousands of them ai-e without pity 
‘ sniothersd by the weeds, while others perish in their piime. 

'Let us observe the common case of a foirified town in possession of 
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“ a cereal colony, sueli as we may take a wlieat field to be, walled with its 
“hedges, moated Avitli its ditcl^es, and haTdng its one oi* two great gates 
“ kept carefully closed. Not only is it jfi-equently in England, and almost 
“ invai'iably in Ireland, plagued by the insubordination of the weeds allowed 
“ to live within its bounds, and to lie there at the root of general society ; 
“ but it is, every summer, regularly besieged by ragged regiments. There 
“ are the chickweeds, the hawkbits, the thistles, with their white plumes 
“waving and then lances shouldered, the poppies, reddest of republicans, 
“the black mustards, whose family, perhaps, has caused more teai’S to be 
“ shed than any race, except that of the onions. There are the nettles 
“with their poisoned barbs, the dandelions each with fire upon his bead. 
“These storm the field, master the outworks, aud do not a little mischief 
“ to the regiments that lift their shining spears TV'ithin. _ 

“ It would appear that we are witliin the truth in saying that, where 
“ the weeds are not kejit under, there is a loss inciuTed of one-foruth of the 
“ crop. Tlie weeds rob tbe growth with which they are mixed of some 
“ part of the food which the ground holds for the use of plants ; they clog 
“ the ground mechanically ; they keep air and light fimn the young seed ; 
“ they injm'e the crop serioiTsly when there is liigh \^d or heavy ram ; 
“ they delay the processes ot harvesting and stacking ; and, by so doing, 
“increase the farmer’s risk j while the gi’ain that has ripened under all 
“ these disadvantages, goes to the stack worse com than it would have been 
“liad it been grown imaccompanied by weeds, 

“ The suppression of weeds has been considered in France a duty not 
“ unworthy of being enforced by law. A French farmer may sue his neigh- 
“ bour who neglects to destroy the thistles upon his land at the^ proper s^i- 
“ sons, or he may employ people to do it at his neighbour s cost.^ In 
“ Denmark, there is a law to oblige farmers to root up the com-rmarigold. 
“The oldest regulation against the corn-marigold was, probably, that m a 
“ Statute of Alexander the Second of Scotland ; which, in or alwut lie year 
“ 1220, denoimced that man to be a traitor who poisons the E^gs lands 
“ with weeds and introduces into them a host of enemies. Bondsmen who 
“ bad this plant in their corn were fined a sheep for each stalk, and a Scot- 
“tish baron held what were called Goul Courts, for the purpose of fi^g 
“farmers in whose growing crops three or more heads of com-marigold 



“ could be detected. „ , ,, - 

“ In modem times a clause of a Bill wbicb enforced the extirparton of 
“weeds in hedges and along roa.dsides, passed our English House ot Com- 
“ mons, but was th^o^vn out by the Lords. Yet it is_ possible that gi'eat 
“ advantage might result from one or two legfd pro;nsions of tl^ tod 
“The loss by weeds in England is not very great ; m Ireland tbe fiel^ aie 
“overrun with them.” * * 



At the meeting of the Royal Agricultural Improvement 
Society, at Waterford, the foUowing earnest 
rations, -which cannot fail to have a most heneficml e eo , 
addressed hy His Excellency to a large and influential assemblage 
of landed proprietors and agriculturists ; ^ 

“ I kno-w that the total extinction of -weeds must be a wort of time, 
“and of gi-adual and continued effort, like aU other ^eat works ;--hui 
“Delhi has not yet fallen— and Ii-ish -weeds are not yet exti^ated, md 
“I believe the one to he as essential to the of ^ 

“Agricultm-e, as the other is to the martial glory and stability ot the 

“Empire.” 
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The following Ciroiikr was addressed to the Magistracy the 
Clergy of all Denominations, and other influential parties in 
Ireland, when sending them the Abstracts of Tillage and Live 
Stock. It was most favourably received, and I now repiint it 

Agricultural Statistics Office, 
r>, Henrietta-strect, Dublin, 
October 20, 1856. 

Sib, 

In forwarding to you the accompanying abstracts and obseivations 
on the extent of Tillage and Nmiiber of Live Stock in Ireland, in 1855 
and 1856— wliioh I trust you will find interesting— I would eaineatlv 
Bolioit yom' attention to my remarks in refei'onco to the extraordinary 
and almost incredible growth of Weeds which is permitted alone the 
sides of Public Eoads, Railways, and Canals, as well a,s on the farms 
of Ireland. I say almost increcUble, for it would he quite so did not 
our every-day experience of their condition in this re.spect, convince 
us of the fact : — so impoi-tant, indeed, has the siiliject become, that it has 
called forth the marked observations of His Excellency the Lord Lieii- 
tenmt, at the late Cattle Show of tho Royal Agricultural Society at 
AtMone, as well as on former occasions: also of Her Majesty’s learned 
Judges of Assize, and of the Grand Juries of almost every eoimty in 
Irel^d, during the late circuits. It may be truly said that a gi’eat social 
evii has imperceptibly gro-^vn up ainongfit us, until at length tlie attention 
. ^ portion of the community luis boon turntid towards it, with the 
view of findmg a proper and permanent remetly ; this hap^nly, is vdtliin 
oiu’ reach; for, landed 2 ^ro 2 >i'ktor 8 , the rosUImt (jmtry, and th 

c&rgy of all denomhuitinns, mdod hy the. inteUiyont and imjji'Omnq Tenant 
Farmets of the wlioarc themselvas tho greatest suffcrei-s from the 

pi-esmt lamentable apathy and negloct-will only .act upon the advice of 
,His Excellency, and of Her Majesty’s learned .Tuclges, I feel I am not too 
sanguine m expressing my oouviction that, in a few years, a most 
propitious change will have taken place, and tlic siiiffiicc of this beautiful 
island-iiow covered m so many places by large masses of thistles, 

1 yellow, scarlet, and other noxious weeds, wliich ai*e 

pemitted to grow and tlnive, and scattor their baneful seeds far ami 
wide— would then become what Providence designed her, and we nou- 
vainly boast her to^ be— the “ Einei-ald Isle.” 

The ertracts which 1 have given in tlie accompanying Report from 
the wi-itmgs of that true patriot, Sii- Jolin Sinolaii-, olem-ly prove tU 
great pemmary loss arishig frovi siegleet in weeding cereal aim. There 
IS, however, another i-easoii for weeding them, quite distinct from the 
mqiortant national question of the loss in yield, —vthioh must attract tlie 
notice ot every person who is not already familia,r with it. I aUude to 
the acute pam caused to the laborious reapera of our harvests, when 
0^ reaping, by which, if the crop abounds 
with ttotles and other pnoldy weeds, as is too frequently the case, the 
an s 0 8 I'sapers are severely wounded. I have myself made inquiry 

trom several p^es of reapers from various counties, and from' aU of them 
eamec , that they would much sooner cut down and bind an acre of 
ree rom titles and other weeds for foiui' or five aliiUings less than 
y 'STOuld a dirty crop — the reason invariably given being the addi- 
ttonal time occupied m cutting down the latter,* and the injmw done to 
eir an 8 y grasping the prickly weeds when reaping ; — to use then’ 
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own expressive words, “ tiieii* liauds were often so festered and destroyed 
by tliistles, that they had to give up their work.” 
i I would beg, therefore, to observe, that Self Interest , — by obtaining bi\ 

I increased yield (as clearly shown in the writings of Sii* John Sinclair, 

1 fi’om which I have quoted) ] Economy , — even on small farms — as the 

children of tlie farmers might, in the spring season of the year, when 
I the weeds are tender, assist in cleaning the crops, and thus aid in 

j economizing the additional four or five sliillings an acre, which, as I 

j have stated, are paid for reaping dirty crops;" but not least of all, 

Sympathy for the poor reaper and himler of our harvests, will, I most 

respectfully venture to hope, insure the co-operation of all classes, and 
the continued aid of the public press, in the attempt now being made to 
clmw attention to the importance of destroying weeds in Ireland. 

My observations have been hitherto confined to the great loss and 
injmy caused by neglect in weeding cereal crops ; but it must be evident 
to every one that an equal, if not greater, amount of damage arises in 
many counties from the shedding of the thousand' seeds of tliistles and 
other noxious plants, which is but too gesierally permitted on the 
grazing farms of the country. I feel I am warranted in stating that 
the OAvners or occupier’s of these gi’ass lands are usually indifferent on 
the subject, and object to the expense of destroying weeds, asserfing 
that they do themselves no injury. Although these parties may not be 
sensible of their loss, yet it cannot be denied that their neighbours, 
the unhappy tillage farmers, for miles around, suffer from the seeming 
neglect of the opulent giuzier. Does not this state of things requii-e a 
remedy? Why, I would beg to ask, should not Ireland rival England 
i and Scotland in the care of her crops? — or why should she be behind 

tliat best of agricultnr.al motlels — Belgium? Happily this is not n 
H political or party question, but one in which all may cordially unite for- 

J the benefit of our common country ; and therefore it is that I respect- 

' fnlly ask for your influence and friendly co-operation to aid in eradi- 

cating weeds from the farms of Ireland. To those who feel an interest 
m the progress of the country, it will, no doubt, be gi’atifying to leai'i i 
: that iustnrction as to the importance of destroying Weeds will in future 

■ form paiii of the educational course in the National schools, as well as 

‘ in those in connexion with the Church Education Society and other 

: influential bodies ; fi-om wliicli it is to be hoped much benefit may aiise 

j to the farming classes of the country. 

I take this oppoi’tunity of stating how deeply sensilfle I am of the 
kind and valuable assistance afforded to me, during the last sLk years, 
by the magistracy and. clergy of all denominations, and by the public 
press of Ireland, in reference to the collection of these statistics. It 
also affords me the greatest satisfaction to express my obligations to my 
intelligent fellow-countrymen, the Tenant Farmers of Ireland, for their 
generous confidence, and the readiness with which they have given to 
the Enumerators the requii’ed information respecting their Stock and 
Tillage— an honourable example, well worthy of imitation by the farming 
classes in England. 

I trust the importance of the subject to which I have now taken the 
' liberty of calling your attention, will plead my excuse for troubling you 

at such length. 

I am, Sii’, your faithful seiwant, 

William Donnelly, Eegistrar-Genei'id. 

To 



1 
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The following extracts on the subject of the almost incredible 
growth of weeds which prevails in Ireland, are taken from the 
“ Leisure Hour ” for the months of May and June, 1873 ; 



IPJSH AGRICULTURE. 

" Eveiy traveller must bo astonished at the neglect and -waste of natiu-al 
resources. Even in the pasture lands, in which Ireland most excels, the 
.spontfmeous liberality of the soil seems to induce the greater indolence 
and cai-eles-snesa. The aid of art has been little used in laying down 
land to grass, for it is only recently that the trade in grass seeds has 
assumed any dimensions. Hay-maldng, as genei-ally conducted, is a 
slovenly operation, though labour has been so abundant. Gut too late 
I sa-w the grass often left in small cocks, to be drenched by the autumn 
rains. A good sweet hay-stack is the exception, not the rule, on au 
Irish farm. I never saw such a country for weeds. I saw two men in 
a field with scythes mowing clown ragwort. Had I been travelling 
afoot or in a car, and not in a railway carriage, I would have sought an 
explanation of so strange a sight. Had the ragwort been sown as a 
crop, it could hardly have been closer, so as actually to he mown with 
scythes. Is it used as fodder for any Irish animal 1 I suspect it was 
only an extreme illustration of the misnrnblo .state of the agriculture too 
common in Ireland. The amount of weeds is a national disgrace. It 
is not uncommon to see a ton of weed.s in .a dozen tons of hay. Many a 
field has more weeds than a whole iiarish in England. Small tenants -J 

keep land without laying it down with gra.ss seeds, and it becomes the ' 

receptacle for all the floating -weeds of the district, and then spreads 
them and wide. Even for gi-een crops the land is seldom snfiiciently 
cleaned. Smoking heaps of twitch and weeds are rarely seen. If the 
farmer would give a small rowaivl to boys for heaps of weeds, as they 
used to do for heads of vermin, they could keep this nuisance under. 

Ragwort, for instance, can easily bo pulled uj) by tlie roots in wet 
weather, and the boys from the workhouse school would gladly attack a 
held for a trifling reward, and enjoy the fun of the bonfire that the 
heaps would make. But fields and roiul-sides are alke neglected, and 
weeds help to keep Ireland green but poor. I am sure it is no 
exa^g^ation to say that the direct loss, to Ireland from weeds is above 
a million a-nd a half sterling. I have heard the loss estimated at nearly 
double that amount. On the drainage of land vast sums have been 
expended, and nncler good management with womlei-M results. But 
even m land that has been drained there is too general carelessness in : 

sooui-ing ditches and keeping the outlets of drains clear. It is better ' 

to have no drams than di-ains ehoked. In this matter, as in the curse 
0 wee s, the careless, indolent habits of the people make agricultural 
piogi^a up-hdl -work. Ba,d fences are also everywhere evident. The | 

dn-eot losses from the destruction of produce through this cause are 1 

enonnous, and it is a constant source of litigation and ill-will. Want | 

0 m ustry and -want of sense account for all the backwardness of Irish i 

im and^. Ireland in : a Tour of Observation. HyUr.Macauley, ] 

Editor of tim “ leisure Hour.” (H. S. King & Co.) | 
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The following remarks on the subject of weeds in Ireland are 
extracted from the Freeman's Journal : — 

29th September, 1873. 

“ We think Mr. Donnelly has done good sendee in republishing, as au 
Appendix to his Agricultural Statistics, a collection of opinions on the 
“poverty caused by the universal flourishing of weeds throughout this 
“country. It is impossible to deny the acciu-acy of the statement that, 
“ 80 far as weeds are concerned, Ireland is the wealthiest country in the 
‘ ‘ world. If we walk by a rural river, we see the bed covered with weeds 
“taller than a man. If we look at those useless and wasteful ditches 
“ which divide one farm from another, the glaring yellow of the blooming 
“ weed meets the eye everywhere. If we glance at the slopes which run 
“ along a line of railway, we can see the noxious weed in full vigour. 
“Pine crops ai’e smothered by the myriad seeds which are borne along 
“ on every wind. The good farmer is worried and deprived of the just 
^‘fneits of his skill and labour by the mere fact of had neighbourhood. 
“ The evil is almost universal. Every visitor to the country notices it, 
“wonders at it, complains of it. Every book of observation taunts us 
“ with our slovenliness in this inexcusable matter ; we dare not deny the 
“fact, and we do nothing to remove the blot. Mr. Donnelly quotes Sir 
“ John Sinclair, Lord Carlisle, Charles Dickens, Dr. Macaiiloy, and the 
“ r/biwvKjZ, in support of his ‘Ceusade against TVeeds. Poi 

“our part we trust his efforts, which in this direction have been un- 
“ ceasing, will have proper influence in enlisting the landlord, the county 
“ smweyor, the police and the people in a compact £oi*ce "which shall 
“ have for purpose the extu'pation of this .scandalous reproach.” 



Sth July, 1874. 

“ Now, that the Grand Junes of Ireland are being assembled for the 
“ despatch of then- important public duties, it is not an inopportune 
“ time to call the attention of those influential bodies to a matter which, 
“though frequently brought before them aheady, h^ not hijei-to 
“ received that serious and practical consideration to which it is entitled. 
“We refer to the prevailing negligence which still allows a vast growth 
“of weeds to deface the agiiculture of the country, and to mar m a 
“ degree much laa-ger than is popularly known the results of the cultiva- 
“tion of the soil of Ireland. The returns of oui- capable and careful 
“ Eegistarai'-General, Mr. Donnelly, furnish some very strtogjhgures 
“ on this head. In this gentleman’s annual report we are able to 
“ the consequences of a defect of system which has been long the blot of 
“ Irish farniing. It is evident to any pei-son of ob^rvant habits who 
“ may chance to pass thi-ough thi-ee-fourths of the island that 
“ ing of the land is to a great extent slovenly and wasteful, ^ot only 
“ are weeds aUowed to floui-ish rankly m the ditches, the 
“ fields, in furrows and between drills, but they m-e all too often pei 
“mitted to grow "with the crop, stifling it mth them 
“ absorbing Hs nourishment from the soil, tdl, when at last ^ effort m 
“made to remove them, the growing plants show . 

“ discoloured. We do not want to exaggerate. There is a good of 
“ good farming in this countiy-the spint of 

“Ldis sprei^g— but there is more backwardness than theie ought 
“H abo^ aU in the indifference with respect to the woi-st enemy of 
“ leitimate vegetation-the weed Noting m more common than a 
“ ySng cornfldd the natural green of which is converted mtu flaming 
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“ yellow by the prepoudei'ance of foreigu growtlis. Potato patchws are 
“ found equally dii’ty. A pariicula?' fault, arising from, a most hurtful 
misapprehension is the custom of leavhuj the weeds to remain till they 
^‘have grown thick enough and large enough to make, it a chance that 
“ the one weeding may clean the held. Put before they have reached 
“this stage, permitted them by a custom highlv characteristic of the 
“rude, happy-go-lucky methods of old hirmiug,' tliey indict the most 
“serious injury on the crop. There is. another grave blemish on our 
“ a^’iculture.^ The gigantic clitclic.s, the vast dykes and cuttings, tiie 
“ wide roadside tiuvei-ses, which aliouml in Ireland are found nowhere 
“ else. But, besides the wjiste of surface caused liy the.se, there is a more 
“ clel^ber^Lte loss in the ‘ headlands,’ which arc left to lie untilled at the 
“ ends of tlio so-\vn or planted gi'ouml. 'Ji'lie whole .subject has been so 
“ often discussed that it may seem a Avearisome iteration to refer to it 
“ now ; but we arc induced to do so by the fact that Ave liave recently 
“ receiA-ed letter.s from tourists and Ausitors to Ireland Avhich Ave arc 
“ absolutely ashamed to publisli, so strong are tliey in comment upon 
our want ot thrift, neatne.ss, and cletiulincss in our foiminf’’. One 
“correspondent, Avho is not, by the Avay, a stranger, is of'opinion 
“ that much of the i-emedy lies Avitli the Gfvand Juric.s, or those aa^io 
“ compose them. These gentlemen may be taken us enjoying a large 
“ amount of iufiuence in the localities they repi'esent. It is in th^- 
“ power to impress upon those in their emi»loymcnt, as avcII as upon tliem 
“ tenantiy, the lesson of clean farming and full cultivation of as much 
“ of the ground in theii* occujjation as they can put a plough -socket or a 
“ .spade in. The law calls upon road conti*actora to rciuoA’e Aveeds from 
“ the roadAvay, and this they ought bo careful to do. Tliey might set 
“ a good example also upon thoir oavu farms. Anotlier correspondent 
“suggests, with a gi'eat deal of sound i-eason, that our public bodies,' 
“ such as raihvay companies, Avho hold a largo extent of land in their 
“ possession, might help to spread jiroper ideas upon this most impor- 
“ tant subject. As it is, the amateur hoi-ticuitnre aiul agviouiture of the 
“ raihvay companies ^exhibit a disagreeable anomaly. Attached to some 
“ wayside station, the platforms and Imildiugs of Avhich fire beautiful 
‘ AVith Avealth of Avell-tended roses, there imiy be fouiul ji plot of corn or 
“ potatoes, or vegetables, a very eye-soro for AV(?ed.s and dirt. As » 

‘ mattei* of fact, the loss caused by Avecds iind Avaste is immense. English 
“ peno^cals have described the Aveeds in Irehind as ‘ a national disgrace.’ 
Mr. Doimelly’s reports substxuu tiafce the i*eproaoh, This is an evil, 
^^and areal one, and avc tliiuk that the Registrar-General descrve.s the 
most emphatic acknoAvledgments foi- Iii.s incessant, unAvearied, and 
zealous efioits to end what is not only the greatest blot on Irish agii- 
raiture, but the gi*eatest impediment to its dovelojjmentaiid prosperity. 
Jle recommended that children at school be instructed in the 
necessity of destroying v’eed. This is an excellent advice, and ought 
u + 1 ^ ^ specialty of the National School teaching. When it is ImoAvn 

9. the loss to Ireland annually from loeeds alone is estimated at from 
one and a half io^ three onillions sterling, our readers will oavtl that the 
commendable action of the Registrar-General ought to be earnestly and 
energetically seconded by all who have at lieari the interests of the 
“ nation. 



Dublin: Printed V AlexaNdlu Thoat, 87 & 88, Abbey-street, 
Ptrr Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 
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